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ANGOLA 


BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION ON NEW PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT 
Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 1 Feb 84 p 2 


[Text]! The Luanda Provincial People's Assembly convened yesterday morning in 
its special session, in the meeting room of that agency, attached to the Luanda 
Provincial Commissariat, at the instruction of its outgoing president, Evaristo 
Domingos (Kimba), member of the Politburo of the MPLA-Labor Party Central 
Committee. 


The session passed two important resolutions in which the deputies present 
concluded the term of Evaristo Domingos (Kimba) in the post of president of 

the Provincial People's Assembly of Luanda, a term to which he had been elected 
on 9 July 1981. Also, according to the terms of Article 48 of Law No. 7/81, of 
4 September, Mariano da Costa Garcia (Puku), member of the MPLA-Labor Party 
Central Committee and provincial commissioner of Luanda, was elected deputy. 
According to the terms of Article 7 of the same law, Mariano Puku was elected 
president of the Luanda Provincial People's Assembly. 


In his final speech to that local government organ, Evaristo Domingos Kimba 
expressed his gratitude to all those who have contributed to the progress and 
performance of the tasks assigned to the Provincial People's Assembly, particu- 
larly in solving its main problems, which have started to be settled with the 
direct participation of the people. 


That leader stressed that the deputies' activities in their areas of action 
had improved, but that more efforts would have to be concentrated on organizing 
the militant masses and working people to solve Luanda's problems. To ensure 
that everyone is organized into the People's Vigilance Brigades, and to make 
the latter operative "must also be a constant concern." 


As for the calamity that devastated the city of Luanda, that member of the 
party and the government noted that no illusions could be harbored, because 
without the work of the people "we shall not be able to resolve the city's 
problems in their entirety, since the population must be mobilized and organiz- 
ed to resolve the issues imposed on us in this city." 


Moreover, the new president of the Luanda Provincial People's Assembly, upon 
taking the floor, thanked the deputies for the confidence placed in him, in 











electing him to hold the supreme leadership of that institution of state govern- 
ment on the level of Luanda. 


The current president of the assembly subsequently stated: "It is a fact that 
recently the concern has been more focused on the disaster caused by the rain 
to the city of Luanda, and that our people do not yet completely understand 
the seriousness of it." 


Mariano Puku discussed important matters which will henceforth warrant the 
attention of the deputies, such as the immediate settlement of the questions 
associated with the cleaning up of the city, the state of which is beyond the 
capacity for solution of the Provincial Commissariat, with a need for interna- 
tional assistance so as to be able to cope with the current situation. 


Biography of the Provincial People's Assembly President 


Mariano da Costa Garcia is 38 years old, a native of Luena-Moxico, and the son 
of Garcia Chiengo and Amelia. 


In 1962, he took refuge in Zaire, in order to join the MPLA. He was arrested 
with the group of students by Tchombe's forces, subsequently the former PIDE 
[Police for the Control of Foreigners and Defense of the State]-DGS [Directo- 
rate General for Security], where he was tortured. At the conclusion thereof 
he was arrested for the second time in Mumbue. In 1963, he was detained again, 
but under house arrest, in Huambo. In 1967 he joined the Portuguese Armed 
Forces and worked with clandestine status until 1974. 


He served in the Luanda municipal transportation entity in 1974, and then joined 
the Second War of National Liberation in Bairro do Golf. In May 1975, he was 
appointed to the MPLA's Delegated Central Committee in Kwando Kubango Province 
and, temporarily, as commander of the FAPLA of the provincial sector up until 
the strategic retreat. 


During 1975, he assisted Comrade Pacavira in the coordination of the national 
DOM [Mass Organizations Directorate]. 


In 1976, he returned to Kwando Kubango Province, consecutively assuming the 
duties of coordinator of the MPLA's Steering Committee and of the Emergency 
Committee. He was elected at the historic First Congress of MPLA as a member 
of the MPLA-Labor Party Central Committee, and member of the Central Control 
Committee. Also in 1977, he was named a member of the Council of the Revolu- 
tion, provincial commissioner of Kwando Kubango and coordinator of the party's 
Provincial Committee. 


During 1979, he was appointed to the post of vice-minister of interior. In 
June 1980, he was elected a deputy to the People's Assembly and coordinator of 
the Third Region of Responsibility. In December 1981, he was named coordinator 
of the party's Provincial Committee, president of the Provincial People's 
Assembly and coordinator of the Second Region of Responsibility in Huila 
Province. 





During 1983, on the occasion of the creation of the Regional Military Councils, 
he was named president of the Military Council for the "“ifth Region. 


Also in the same year, he was appointed provincial commissioner of Luanda and 
coordinator of the party's Provincial Committee; and, on 3] January 1984, he 
was elected to the position of president of the Luanda Provincial People's 
Assembly. 
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ANGOLA 


INDUSTRIAL PROGRAM IN HUAMBO PROVINCE FAILS TO MEET OBJECTIVES 
Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 1 Feb 84 p 4 


[Text] Huambo (from our agency)--Huambo Province is one of the most important 
sections of our country, not only because of the fact that it is intended for 
the development of agriculture, but also because of the privilege that it 
enjoys in other areas, inasmuch as it continues to be the possessor of the 
country's second-ranking industrial equipment. 


However, enormous difficuities have hampered the materialization of various 
activities in the most widely diversified areas of economic and social life, 
difficulties which are contingent upon objective situations in which the 
province is involved. 


Today, in this edition, we are discussing various aspects associated with the 
different sectors of the province's economic and social existence taken from 
the report for the rendering of accounts from the Provincial Commissariat, 
submitted to the 10th Session of the Provincial People's Assembly. 


In the Realm of Supply 


The statistical data indicate that there has been a low degree of fulfillment 
with respect to goods, based on both local production and imports, in the 

first instance due to the low rate of work activity in the local enterprises, 
owing to a lack of raw material and irregularity in electric power and fuel, 
and, in the second instance, a considerable contribution was made by the lack 
of transportation for merchandise from the coast to the province. According 
to the Provincial Commissariat's report, this fact again caused products 
assigned to Huambo Province to be consumed in Benguela, owing to the deteriora- 
tion to which they were subjected, and at the behest of the central organ. 


Despite this, the shortages were minimized in some municipalities, whose 
situation made it possible to mobilize transportation with a certain amount of 
regularity to remove products from Benguela Province. The poor service 
rendered to the population by the hotel facilities also resulted from this 
situation. 











On the Marketing in the Rural Areas 


Although great efforts were expended to guarantee the progress of marketing in 
the rural areas, it was impossible to achieve encouraging results, not only 
because of the non-fulfillment that occurred in the commercial distribution 
plan, but also because of transportation difficulties (betweeen Benguela, 
Huambo and municipalities), and other problems associated with the politico- 
military situation being experienced by the province. 


That document notes that whereas, on the one hand, there were shortages of 
manufactured products in the marketing system, on the other hand the means 
for agricultural production also failed to be guaranteed; because the 
disturbing and constant lack of fertilizer for the farmers continues to be 
felt. 


Combined with the concern expressed to improve rural-urban commercial rela- 
tions, by way of a pilot experiment the pri--ate merchants in the municipality 
of Caala (in the settlements of Cuima and Gove) joined together in the market- 
ing campaign last year. 


Transportation and Communications 


In this sector, the difficulties in operating the automotive equipment continue 
to be felt, considering the problems stemming from the lack of accessories and 
spare parts, the solution to which still depends primarily on the central 
structural entities. However, a major victory was attained in the area of 
restoring the rail traffic in the section connecting Benguela and Huambo, 

also during the last quarter of last year. 


As for the communications in the area of the Huambo telephone system, the 
present installed capacity has proven inadequate to meet the people's needs, 
because it contains only 2,200 lines. However, it is planned to add more than 
2,000 to it, provided the previous requests sent to the central structural 
entities are met. 


Industry and Agriculture in the Province 


During this period, a marked decline was noted in production, in comparison 
with the past quarters, particularly in the food and fishing industry; however, 
normal work activity occurred in light industry. 


The problems relating to supply and transportation of raw materials, as well 
as the irregularity in the provision of electric power and water supplies, 
were factors which contributed largely to the decline in productivity. 


With regard to agriculture, last year the distribution of various production 
materials was undertaken, including, among others, fertilizer, seed and work 
tools, in accordance with the available supplies. Also carried out was the 
process of vaccinating bovine livestock for the farmers, based on the 
previously established timetable. 














Meanwhile, an increase in production and productivity for the traditional ‘ 
crops received a certain amount of attention from the agriculture agency, with 
development programs and plans devised for the growing of these crops, such 

as corn, potatoes and wheat. 


On the other hand, to ensure the marketing in rural areas, a specific plan was 
devised jointly with the other structural entities aimed at creating harmony 
in the marketing; in other words, making it possible, in fact, to take to the 
rural areas the goods of prime necessity to the farmers. 


There Were Major Difficulties in the Construction Sector 


This sector was beset with many difficulties, to the point of making all its 
branches unproductive. Its activity was based virtually on the rebuilding of 
bridges, the leveling of small sections of compressed dirt roads, and render- 
ing of small brick and crushed rock services; with the buildings enterprise 
(EMPREDI) at a total standstill. 


The current state of construction is tending to worsen increasingly, owing to 
the crisis that the construction materials industry is undergoing on the 
national level; something that is being reflected glaringly in Huambo Province. 
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ANGOLA 


LABOR MINISTER APPROVES WORK GUIDELINES, REGULATIONS 
Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 27 Jan 84 p 2 


[Text] In the fundamental guidelines for the socioeconomic development of the 
People's Republic of Angola (1981-35), the First Special Congress of *the MPLA- 
Labor Party cited tne importance of progressing with the use, in all economic 
areas, of a wage payment system based on the principle of socialist distribu- 
tion, depending on the quality and quantity of the work, with the wage guaran- 
teed to be linked with the complexity and output of the work, and taking into 
account the organizational phases of each sector, to increase the production 
and productivity of the work. 


For this reason, it is necessarily a concern to promote during this phase the 
development of work regulations, an element in the organization of work which, 
in essence and generally speaking, consists of establishing for the workers a 
certain measurement of work so that, together with other organizational measures, 
a framework will be provided for the workers' creative initiative and, conse- 
quently, an impetus will be achieved for a significant increase in the current 
production levels in the various economic sectors, and the creation of condi- 
tions for the effective implementation of the socialist principle of wage pay- 
ment. 


Thus, since it was fitting to put into effect a methodology for guidance in this 
area, under the terms of Article 62 of the Constitutional Law, it resolved: 


1. The Methodological Guide for Work Regulations is approved as a basic docu- 
ment defining fundamental concepts and basic methods for preparing work regula- 
tions and overseeking compliance with them at various work centers. 


2. The agencies in the sector, in coordination with the respective unions, using 
as a basis the Methodological Guide for Work Regulations, may prepare Specific 
Methodological Guides for the sectors, taking into consideration the features 

of their activities; however, they must submit them, before their implementa- 
tion, to the Ministry of Labor and Social Security for purposes of approval. 


3. The enterprises and work centers must create the conditions conducive to the 
introduction of work regulations, and see to it that all the work stations with 
operations that can be regulated have their regulations defined. 

















4. The enterprises and work centers will adopt. the measures necessary to 
guarantee the preparation, on a permanent basis, of regulations for every 
worker assigned to a regulated job. 


5. Every month, the work centers will be required to provide to the human 
resources of the agencies to which they are subordinate the models for primary 
checking of compliance with regulations, properly filled out with necessary 
information. 


6. On a quarterly basis, the agencies in the sector will send the information 
cited in the foregoing point to the National Directorate of Work Organization 
and Wages of the Ministry of Labor and Social Security, with copies sent to 
UNTA [National Union of Workers of Angola], possibly including comments of 
interest. 


7. The authority to dictate supplementary action to resolve situations of an 
interpretative nature as stipulated by this office is conferred upon the 
Directorate of Work Organization and Wages of the Ministry of Labor and Social 
Security. 
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ANGOLA 


DEFENSE MINISTER ON TACTICS, REGIONAL MILITARY COUNCILS 
Havana BOHEMIA in Spanish No 51, 28 Dec 83, pp 73-75 


[Interview with Defense Minister Pedro Maria Tonha by Juan Sanchez, in Luanda; 
date not specified] 


[Excerpts] [Question] Could you give us an overall view of the offensive that 
is being carried out against the counterrevolutionary bandits? 


[Answer] Insofar as the action being taken against the counterrevolutionary 
bandits and their bosses is concerned, we can say that in the national territo- 
ry there is being experienced an entire situation brought about by the "un"- 
declared war that they are perpetrating upon Angola. We should first stress 
the aspect associated with the South African aggression. They have invaded 
our territory for the second time, because the first invasion tvok place after 
we had won our independence. The South African aggression is continuing, with 
the occupation of part of the national territory in Cunene Province, and this 
has enabled the puppet gangs (primarily UNITA) to carry out their action based 
upon the strategy established by the racists of South Africa and the government 
of the United States. The action being taken by the South Africans is aimed at 
enabling the Angolan reactionary forces to penetrate deeply into our territory 
and to engage in sabotage against economic centers, bridges, highways and rail- 
roads in Benguela, Mocamedes (now Namibe) and Malanje, electric powerplants, 
etc. All these acts are part of the imperialist strategy. As the gangs under- 
take their sabotage and massacring of the populations that do not support them, 
the South Africans are also keeping up their action in their main direction, 

in other words, in Cunene Province, where our Armed Forces (FAPLA) are contain- 
ing the enemy within a certain line. In that context, they have been able to 
carry out some action against our units. There is a close relationship between 
the armored forces attempting to penetrate the depths of the zones controlled 
by our Armed Forces and the massacres in those areas committed chiefly by 
UNITA. We are not talking about the insignificant action by FNLA, FLEC [Front 
for the Liberation of the Cabinda Enclave], etc. Since UNITA is receiving 
direct support from the South African regime (they are receiving their supplies 
by air, and the South Africans drop ammunition and other equipment on para- 
chutes), this backing has enabled it to engage in subversive activities in part 
of our territory. As a result of the increase in these criminal activities, 
our Armed Forces, our party and our government have made the decision to carry 
out large-scale action in the parts of the national territory in which those 








activities exist. We are carrying out a major offensive against the enemy's 
focal points, mainly in the provinces located in the center and south of the 
country. We can claim that, at the present time, the offensive is continuing 
successfully, and that the enemy is having enormous difficulty in fulfilling 
its intentions despite all the massive backing that it is receiving from South 
Africa and the United States. The bandits have overtly stated that they are 
receiving that aid. The transportation is done through the territory of Nami- 
bia, which has been illegally occupied by the South Africans. We want to 
expose the fact that the reactionary press in the West is, therefore, distort- 
ing the reality that is being experienced in the People's Republic of Angola. 
Some of its agents travel through Namibia to our national territory, and this 
enables the counterrevolutionary gangs to engage in their propaganda. 


[Question] Now that you have mentioned that reactionary press, some of its 
spokesmen have commented "spectacularly" on the battle of Cangamba. What can 
you tell us about that? 


[Answer] Thanks to the steadfastness of our combatants, in almost completely 
defeating the enemy, we can say that this is a battle among the many waged by 
our Armed Forces that stands out for its historic significance. We have demon- 
strated how our fighters succeeded in defeating the enemy when it attempted to 
seize the village of Cangamba. In fact, the latter was aninsignificant adminis- 
trative post with no great importance in the economic area. But, since it is 
an area within the national territory in which part of our population lives, it 
had to be defended in order to prevent the enemy from undertaking to massacre 
them with impunity. In this regard, we should not be surprised by the specula- 
tion made by the reactionary international press. That is "normal": it cannot 
reveal the truth about what does not please it. That press has said a great 
deal about our ending up abandoning that area, but it conceals the direct 
participation of the South African Air Force. We have evidence from eyewit-— 
nesses that makes it possible to prove how that Air Force came to the aid of 
the counterrevolutionary forces later, noting that they had lost many of their 
men, mercenaries and regular forces, and even South African specialists, most 
likely. So our brigade, which did not have antiaircraft defense weapons there 
because it was a light force for fighting bandits, lacking heavy artillery, of 
course decided to leave the site after intense bombing by the South Africans, 
and after 11 days of combat without letup, and having defeated the enemy on 

the ground. Then the South Africans launched their Air Force, and managed to 
destroy that small village that had been heroically defended by our combatants 
completely. Therefore, we consider the battle in Cangamba (last August) a 
historic battle. And the truth is obvious: The South Africans participated 
directly in the bombings and massacres, because the puppet gangs do not occupy 
a single province in which they can install an infrastructure with airports, 

so as to be able to acquire air facilities and engage in action. Where did 

the planes come from? They came from Namibia, a territory occupied by the 
South Africans. The aircraft which bombs and massacres in the positions of 

our forces located on the front in Cunene often take off from there. 


[Question] There have been disclosures about the use of chemical weapons by 
the South African aggressors... 


10 

















[Answer] As for the chemical weapons used by the South Africans, we can say 
that, certainly, both the racist troops and those of UNITA use artillery 
ammunition containing chemical substances. We have proven this. Those 
chemical substances cause a failure of breathing among our combatants who are 
in the areas where those mortars fall, and they suffer not only throat irri- 
tation but also lack of vision for some time. This also causes them to remain 
unused for a time. For example, this happened with the 11th Infantry Brigade 
currently located on the line of containment of the enemy in Cunene Province. 
It has occurred in other locations, such as Malanje Province. In the Cariango 
area, the UNITA puppet gangs used this type of mortarwhich, upon exploding, 
czeates a certain contamination that causes loss of breathing among the troops. 
Now, DOHEMIA has offered us the opportunity to disclose this reality which 

the reactionary international press has never revealed as such a real situa- 
tion, to the world. The South Africans do know about it, because they manu- 
facture this type of weapon, and use it. Hence there can be no doubt about 
their having used this kind of mortar with chemical elements or substances 
which cause this type of ailment. We have had to evacuate some of our comba- 
tants who have been affected, and they have taken a considerable amount of 
time to return to normal life. 


[Question] But, in addition to these chemical wea.ons, we understand that UNITA 
is also using "sophisticated" weapons associated with regular forces. Is that 
true? 


[Answer] It is true. We know for certain that the puppet forces are receiving 
all types of equipment, from the lightest possible to the most sophisticated 
manufactured in the United States and South Africa. That allows them to wage 
battles ranging from guerrilla warfare to regular confrontations. We have 
already disclosed the fact that this type of weaponry is being launched from 
parachutes over the areas in which they are located. Therefore, this is 
another real situation, a situation being experienced: The United States and 
South Africa are manufacturing and delivering this type of weapon, which has 
been condemned by mankind. 


[Question] What is the enemy's strategy seeking, with the occupation of part 
of Angola's territory? 


[Answer] The occupation of an area of Cunene is aimed at nothing but an attempt 
at complete destabilization of the People's Republic of Angola and at causing 
the revolution, primarily the liberation movements in this part of Africa, to 
lose their course. Hence, this means destabilizing every revolutionary 
situation in this part of the African continent. The enemy's strategy is none 
other than to seek the advancement of all those who can serve its interests 

so that it may subsequently cause upsets among our population. The enemy 
wants to consolidate those who could later defend the antinational interests 
and, at the same time, find the means for eliminating the people's struggle 

in Namibia and South Africa. 


[Question] Could you explain to us what the Regional Military Councils are? 
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[Answer] The CMR were created in the sections of the country affected by the 
enemy's activity. It was a decision of our party to create these Councils, 
inasmuch as its goal is that it be possible for the orientation to be consi- 
dered in terms of emergency and in terms of a war situation that the country 
is experiencing. Our population must be regimented and organized in the midst 
of a situation in which Angola needs to defend itself. A strict control must 
be established over the citizens traveling from one side to the other, and 
from one province to another; because there may be elements infiltrated by 

the enemy among those individuals. It is necessary to act with military 
discipline in the government structural entities, so as to be able to guaran- 
tee and allow for the productivity that will protect the effort in the rear 
guard of the troops that are going to fight. It was in this context that the 
Regional Military Councils were institutionalized, in order to be able to 
regiment or include all the government structural entities, giving priority 

to defense. The CMR make it possible for the supreme chief of a military 
region (or Council) to have control of all those structural entities, and also 
for all the facilities relating to the normal existence of a region to be in 
the service of defense. It was necessary to create these Councils which do 
not affect the authority of the party's Provincial Committees, for example, 

or that of the Provincial Commissariats; because the individual who is presi- 
dent of the Regional Military Council is simultaneously the party coordinator 
and the provincial commissioner, which means that he has more forces with 
which to be able to lead. We are at war, a war situation has been forced 
upon us, and everyone must participate in the defense of the revolution and 
the defense of the fatherland. 


[Question] In this connection, how would you evaluate the response from the 
Angolan youth to augment the FAPLA? 


[Answer] In the past, generally speaking, the population understood little 
about the principal task for the defense of our territorial integrity. This 
is not a reference solely to the youth, which usually is under the family 
influence of parents and remains occupied with its studies. That often 
causes the youth not to join in the defense of the fatherland. But after an 
entire effort carried out to sensitize the people, through the various eche- 
lons of the party and government, an effort that has reached the most remote 
villages, we can claim that our population understands this problem properly. 
At a time when the situation in our country is worsening, owing to the aggres- 
sion, the youth have managed to understand and have responded satisfactorily. 
At the present time, there is obvious evidence that the recruitment among the 
youth of age to join military service has exceeded all limits. There are more 
volunteers than the numbers that had to appear, of necessity, by law. Our 
youth realizes that it is necessary to defend the fatherland and that, for 
this purpose, it must join the organs of defense and security in order to 
successfully combat the internal and external enemies. 
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CAMEROON 


FRG FINANCIAL, TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO CAMEROON 


Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ZEITUNG/BLICK DURCH DIE WIRTSCHAFT in German 
19 Jan 84 p 2 


[Article: "Development Projects in Cameroon: FRG Providing Financial and 
Technical Assistance for Several Projects"] 


[Text] W. An. Frankfurt, 18 January. In Cameroon (475,442 square kn, 
population 9.1 million), the production of crude oil, which began toward the 
end of 1977, has had a beneficial effect on the economic development of the 
country. This development has progressed in a measured and realistic fashion. 
Although crude oil production in Cameroon is small compared to the leading 
African oil producers, it has nevertheless become the most important facet 

of its economic development. The preliminary figure for crude oil production 
in Cameroon for 1983 is 6.3 million tons compared to 5.2 million tons in 

1982 and 4.3 million tons for 1981. In 1982, approximately 66 percent of 

its export income was attributed to crude oil. The country's first crude oil 
refinery, which was officially dedicated in May 1981, was constructed near 
Limbe (formerly Victoria) by the Societe Nationale de Raffinage (Sonara) 

and has a production capacity of 2 million tons. The commissioning of this 
facility has meant that Cameroon now need import almost no petroleum 
products, thus saving foreign currency reserves. 


Agriculture will continue to be the basis of the national economy, since 
about 75 percent of the population are employed in agriculture. The 
agricultural products which are important in terms of exports are cocoa and 
coffee. Cameroon produced 124,101 tons of cocoa in 1982, 5.7 percent more 
than in 1981, and is the world's fifth largest producer. Coffee production, 
however, dropped 4.1 percent to 99,513 tons. The addition of new agro- 
industrial complexes and the expansion of existing ones should serve to 
enlarge and strengthen the agrarian base. In 1982, activity in this area 
led to production increases over 1981 of 9.2 percent to 19,650 tons of 
rubber, of 2 percent to 70,860 tons of palm oil and of 10.2 percent to 
65,855 tons of sugar. 


On the African continent raw aluminum is produced only in Cameroon, Egypt, 
Ghana and the Republic of South Africa. In Cameroon the Compagnie 
‘Camerounaise de 1'Aluminium (Alucam) has increased the capacity of its 
aluminum works at Edea from 50,000 to 84,000 tons annually. Alucam will 
soon receive permission from the government to expand their capacity to 
160,000 tons annually. The most significant shareholders in Alucam are the 


13 











French company, Pechiney-Ugine-Kuhlmann (PUK) of Paris with 40.1 percent, 
the Cameroonian government with 22 percent and Cofimer with 17.54 percent. 
Alucam also has plans to construct a plant for producing alumina (aluminum 
oxide), an intermediate product in the production of aluminum. Cameroon 
has significant bauxite reserves at Minim-Martap in the north, and the 
Seciete d'Etudes et des Bauxites du Cameroun (Sebacam) is interested in 
developing them. 


A prerequisite for the development of the aluminum industry is expansion of 
the electrical network which is controlled by the Societe Nationale 
d'Electricite (Sonel). In 1982, the electrical capacity of Sonel was 496 
megawatts of which 264 megawatts were produced by the Edea I, II and III 
hydroelectric plants and 198 megawatts by the Song Loulou hydroelectric plant 
whose first expansion stage was completed at the end of 1981. The other 34 
megawatts were produced in smaller thermal and hydroelectric power plants. 
The installation of four additional turbine-generator sets of 48 megawatts 
each is planned for the second expansion stage of the Song Loulou plant to 
which a 300 meter long, 21 meter high dam was added at Sanaga. The resulting 
capacity will be 384 megawatts. 


The dam at Lagdo (308 meters long, 40 meters high) in the north of Cameroon on 
the Benoue River was completed at the end of 1983, and was constructed with 
the assistance of the People's Republic of China. The dam has a holding 
capacity of 7.7 billion cubic meters of water. The dam's power station was 
equipped with four turbine-generator sets of 18 megawatts each. This power 
station has greatly improved the supply of energy to the northern part of 

the country, supplying electricity in particular to the cities of Garoua, 
Mgaundere, Maroua, Guider, Figuil, Mokolo and Mora. This project will also 
enable irrigation of larger cultivated areas (approximately 8000 hectares) 

and make the Benoue River more navigable. 


The French national Electricite de France (EdF) of Paris conducted 
investigations in 1982 into the hydroelectric potential of other rivers in 
northern Cameroon. In particular, they prepared a preliminary study on the 
construction of a dam with a hydroelectric plant on the Mape River. The sum 
of 13 billion CFA francs (100 CFA francs = about DM 0.67) has already been 
allocated for this project within the scope of the current Five Year Plan 
(1981-1986). Another EdF study concerned the Noun-Wouri, Songmbengue and 
Kikot locations. 


Regarding transportation, expansion and modernization of the Trans-Cameroon 
Railway were given high priority. The third section of the Trans-Cameroon 
Railway (Edea to Eseka, 82 km), built by a consortium which included Hochtief 
AG of Essen, was turned over to the owner on schedule at the end of December 
1982. The consortiai partner was the Italian company Costruzioni Generali 
Farsuri (Cogefar) of Milan. In December 1982, the FRG granted a capital aid 
loan of DM 60 million for the completion of the fourth and final section of 
the railway (Eseka to Maloume, 29 km). Additional financial aid for this 
project of the state-owned Regie Nationale de Chemins de Fer du Cameroun 
(Regifercam) of Douala was guaranteed in the fall of 1983 by the European 
Development Fund in the amount of 12.2 million accounting units (one 
accounting unit = approximately DM 2.27), and by Canada in the amount 
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of 7 million dollars. The African Development Bank in Abidjan (Ivory Coast) 
granted a loan of 23.8 million accounting units (one accounting unit = 
approximately 1.016 dollars) in February 1983. The French national Caisse 
Centrale de Cooperation Economique (CCCE) of Paris in the Spring of 1983 
granted a loan in the amount of 60 million French francs for the acquisition 
of railway materials, and Canada granted 12.3 million dollars for the purchase 
of 10 diesel locomotives and replacement parts from the Canadian firm of 
Bombardier Incorporated. The diesel locomotives were delivered at the 

end of October 1983. 


Another German construction firm, Dyckerhoff & Widmann AG (Dywidag) of 
Munich-Riem, was called in to help with the construction of the Garoua Airport 
in the northern part of the country. They are building the airport terminals, 
parking and operational areas, and the administration buildings. Dr.-Ing. 
Walter GmbH & Co. KG of Essen is taking part in this project as an engineering 
consulting firm. Plessey Airports, a British firm which is part of the 
Plessey Company Ltd. of Ilford (Essex) received an additional contract in the 
amount of 5.5 million pounds sterling in the fall of 1983 for the delivery and 
installation of airport equipment for Geroua. Also <n the fall of 1983, 

an international call for bids was sent out for a study to be done on 
construction of a new airport at Kumba. Expansion of the large airports at 
Douala and Jaunde are also included in the Five Year Plan. 


The sum of 27.6 billion CFA francs is being invested in harbors according to 
the Five Year Plan. The French firm of Inter G of Aint-Aubain was entrusted 
with the position of consultant for the development of the entire harbor 
transportation system and for other individual projects. At the main harbor 
in Douala the third expansion projects is currently underway at a cost of 33 
million dollars and should be completed by 1988. In the spring of 1983, a 
consortium consisting of three companies, Satour, Bouygues and Razel Freres, 
received a contract for the construction work. In April 1983, the World Bank 
granted a loan for this project of 22.5 million to cover foreign exchange 
costs. United Transport Consulting GmbH (Uniconsult) of Hamburg, as a 
partner in the consortium, was entrusted with training programs at Douala 
harbor. 


In connection with the use of natural gas reserves, of interest from the 

German side to the Ruhr AG of Essen, another deep sea harbor is planned for 

the Kribi area of south Cameroon. Tropical lumber, iron and steel products, 

and cement clinkers will be loaded and unloaded at this harbor. According 

to preliminary studies this project will require an investment of 120 billion 
CFA francs. The harbor will have the capacity to handle approximately 5 million 
tons annually and will have a depth of 12 to 15 meters in order to also provide 
access for large freighters. 


For the introduction of television, Cameroon has chosen the German PAL system. 
As part of this plan, the Darmstadt television division of Robert Bosch 

GmbH of Stuttgart received the contract to provide all of the video equipment 
for a TV production center, which also includes a nationwide transmission 
network. The contract above all includes supplying six mobile units and 
generators and equipping eight studios. The equiment operators will be 
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given basic instruction at a training studio in Jaunde before receiving 
equipment-specific training at the Darmstadt Training Center. The project, 
which was awarded to a Franco-German consortium, is scheduled for completion 
in 1986. Siemens AG of Munich/Berlin and Thomson CSF of Paris are members 
of this consortium. 


In the summer of 1983, Siemens AG also received a contract for a large 
wiring installation in Cameroon. A subsidiary of the Baden-Wuerttembergische 
Export-und Consulting Gesellschaft mbH (Bawex + Consult) of Stuttgart has 
been established in Jaunde and employs about 50 people. Bawex + Consult in 
turn is a subsidiary of the Landeskreditbank Baden-Wuerttemberg. 


In April 1983, the FRG granted Cameroon a loan in the amount of DM 44.2 
million for a second water supply project. This project concerns the 
construction of central water supply systems at 11 locations, which are all 
regional seats of administrative agencies. The overall cost for this 
project is estimated at approximately DM 64.3 million, 43 percent of which 
will be in foreign currencies. A group of German engineering firms, 
consisting of Hydroplan-Ingenieur-Gesellschaft mbH of Herdecke/Ruhr, 
Ingenieurbuero Kittelberger GmbH of Ludwigshafen, and IGIP Ingenieur- 
Gesellschaft fuer Internationale Planungsaufgaben of Darmstadt, has prepared 
an updated study for this project. The group has also taken over the 
planning for its implementation. 
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CHAD 


TRADE DIRECTOR SEEKS TRADE DISCUSSIONS WITH NIGERIA 
Ndjamena INFO TCHAD in French 26 Jan 84 pp 2-3 


[Text] The border between Chad and Nigeria was reportedly reopened the day 
before yesterday at 0600 hours, according to a dispatch we have received 
from our diplomatic mission in Paris. The borders of all the other adjacent 
countries were already open. The news spread like wildfire through Ndjamena, 
and the RNT [Chadian National Broadcasting], which reported it in its daily 
bulletin, reassured those who were still non-believers. Now it has turned 
out that 3 days after the announcement there is still no word of any traffic 
over the Chari arriving from Nigeria. 


The borders between Nigeria and its neighbors were closed after the coup of 
Saint-Sylvestre that swept General Buhary into the office which until a short 
time ago was occupied by Mr Shehu Shagari. Nigeria's new military authorities 
set up the blockade in an attempt to prevent leading officials from the 
previous regime--who were allegedly involved to one degree or another in the 
Nigerian crisis--from leaving the country. This situation, a purely internal 
Nigerian affair, has curiously enough made itself felt beyond Nigeria's 
borders. 


In Ndjamena, it had immediate repercussions including a sudden, steep and 
exorbitant rise in the prices of all sorts of products. This is nothing new. 
Last May, when Nigeria decided to close its border with Chad following the 
Lake Chad incidents, prices rose to intolerable levels. At the time, however, 
the Nigerians did not agree to allow vehicles carrying emergency food assist- 
ance to cross the border. Today, that is not an issue. But how does it 
happen that the Chadian consumer trembles every time Nigeria does anything? 
Mr Addi, the director of trade, whom we met yesterday morning, gives us the 
answer. Commercial relations between Chad and Nigeria have always existed. 
For many of our compatriots Nigeria is one of our best trading partners, not 
to say the only source of supply for the Chadian market, considering the 

fact that 80 percent of our trade is with the country of the naira. The 
pathetic price of that currency on the black market is a further boon to the 
90 percent of our merchants who are partially dependent om the traditional 
trade in tea and sugar that can be purchased at low prices in Maduguri. Thus, 
the consequences of a blockade at the border are predictable and they have 
serious impact on the Chadian economy while having a lesser effect on Nigeria, 
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for let us not forget that Nigeria is known worldwide as a big exporters of 
leathers and skins. Now these products which Nigeria exports via STABEX 
{Export Stabilization Fund] come in large part from Chad. 


However, this "brilliant" trade is not guaranteed by any written documents, 
except for those that are part of the CBLT [Lake Chad Basin Commission], and 
this fact is not very pleasing to officials in the Chadian treasury, which in 
the short period from October i982 to March 1983 ran up a commercial balance 
deficit of more than [Fr CFA] 5 billion. Moreover, there is no established 
system for banking transactions between Chad and Nigeria, which means that, 
alongside the more or less officially sanctioned trade which is carried out 
under license and which Chadian authorities can monitor administratively, 

a parallel arrangement familiar to us all has sprung up: Chad's border with 
Nigeria is all too permeable, and Mr Dadi did not hesitate to affirm that the 
illegal trade there is growing rapidly, to the profit of Nigeria. Chadian 
officials need to undertake a high-level review of our commercial relations 
with a view to eliminating the Chadian consumer's dependence on a single 
supplier and on the tender mercies of the merchant who only awaits an oppor- 
tunity to raise his prices. Such a remedy would require establishing set 
prices for goods throughout the country by decrees and regulating the 
licensing of imports--especially those permitting the importation of hydro- 
carbons for specialized legal and individual entities--in such a way as to 
reduce as far as possible the number of speculators and also to promote the 
revival of the oil companies. It is esential to get the flow of goods and 
services on an even keel again, by restoring control of the economy and the 
borders. However, all these efforts could be in vain unless we diversify 

our sources of supply. Nigeria will still be a special trading partner, but 
there is a need to establish a completely new framework for discussions of our 
mutual interests. Even though we have long maintained diplomatic relations, 
our economic and commercial agreements--namely the 1966 accords on road 
transport, the 1972 administrative assistance agreement for research and 
repression of customs violations, the 1972 air service agreement, and others-- 
have remained dead letters. 
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UTA AIRLINES TO RESUME SERVICE TO NDJAMENA 


Ndjamena INFO TCHAD in French 26 Jan 84 p 5 


[Excerpt] The French airline UTA [Air Transport Union] will once again start 
serving Ndjamena, where the first arrival is expected tomorrow. The aircraft, 
a DC-8 that can carry 156 passengers, including 16 in the first class cabin, 
will land Friday at 1450 hours at Ndjamena international airport before con- 
tinuing on an hour later to Bangui and Brazzaville. The plane will return 
from the Congolese capital on Saturday. 


UTA is the second airline to bring air service to Ndjamena. The first was 
Air Afrique, which provides service both to Paris-Bangui-Brazzaville and to 
Jidda-Niamey-Dakar every Monday and Tuesday. UTA closed its Chadian branch 
following the unhappy events which have shaken the country recently. The 
return of the airline signals the normalization of life in our country and 
reflects the efforts made by the national authorities to cpen Chad more 
broadly to the outside world. 


According to Mr Vineis, the company's Ndjamena representative, the first 
three flights will be DC-8's, but subsequent flights will be DC-10's, which 
have a larger passenger seating capacity--270 seats, including 22 in the 
first class. The DC-10's can also carry 15 tons of cargo, which supplement 
Air Afrique's current capacity. UTA will undoubtedly have problems at 

first but hopes to overcome them in the long run, according to Mr Vineis, 

who emphasizes that the resumption of UTA service is not aimed solely at 
making profits but also at helping in Chad's reconstruction by creating links 
to the outside world. The main purpose, said the company representative, is 
to insure that people will be able to travel without undue delays. 
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CONGO 


RISING FOOD PRICES, DISHONESTY OF VENDORS NOTED 
Brazzaville MWETI in French 19 Jan 84 p 4 
[Article by Malela Bikovi]} 


[Text] Since Christmas and New Year's, the quantity of foufou [manioc paste] 
on our capital's markets has dwindled considerably. Foufou has even become 
scarce. Whether you like it or not, you have to substitute rice or bread, 
because manioc is snatched up in minutes wherever it is sold. In this 

state of affairs, the dishonesty of some people leads to difficult times 

for others. Manioc that shrinks in volume is sold at an excessive price--at 
the same price as a kilo of triples, if not more. 


It all started a few days before "Christmas" with impressive numbers of 
women crowding around kettles of foufou. At first, it was thought to be 
temporary, but unfortunately, it has persisted. Foufou is disappearing from 
the market with each passing day. 


Clients begin milling around sales tables very early in the morning at 
market places, surrounding the tables to wait for the vendors. When they 
finally arrive, the fun begins: shoving here, punching or tripping there. 


First of all, the vendor waits on her "acquaintances", while the crowd only 
thickens. The other clients have to struggle to put money on the table 
or to force it into the vendor's hands. 


Even worse, the dishonesty of a few puts others in a bad position: money is 
lost in the confusion. As for the amount of foufou you can buy since the 
shortage began, it is not worth mentioning. A container of foufou that sells 
for 25 francs does not amount to much since it actually holds the equivalent 
of a spoonful. For fun and to make money according to tne well-known 
principle of "ill-gotten gains", each vendor pours some water into the 
container before adding the foufou, which sticks to the bottom because of 

its pasty consistency, thereby reducing the volume. 


In such circumstances, the unscrupulous find good opportunities to cheat 
others. For example, when Mrs. Moundele in the Nzoko area of Kinsoundi began 
preparing foufou, the smell made her realize that there was lime in it. The 
vendor, wanting to make money illegally in these hard times, had sold a 
mixture of lime and foufou. 
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In the small nighttime market of the PK of Mfilou, in the district of Gamaba, 
a titanic ordeal takes place every evening wherever bread is bought. Bread 
covered with a very thin and invisible layer of "margarine'--which is used 

in cooking--costs 70 francs and unbuttered bread sells for 60 francs. And 
that is not all. "Moungouele" or "Fabrique" is disappearing from the market 
and losing its volume. 


In reaction to this state of affairs--and nothing could be more desperate-- 
certain heads of market committees, in cooperation with municipal authorities, 
have taken "draconian" measures to hold down the skyrocketing prices of basic 
foods. How could we not sound an alarm when the price of a sack of foufou, 
for example, goes from 8,000 to 12,000 CFA francs or more in a few days' time? 
And to say it is only the time of year, or tradition? 


Each year, as of the end of December, foufou and manioc are lacking in 
Brazzaville. The reason? Very simply, women (the main producers of these 
basic foods) are in the fields for sowing. 


The harvest does not begin until mid-February. Measures will have to be 
taken! 


12413 
CSO: 3419/412 


21 














CONGO 


BRIEFS 


BRIDGE OPENED FOR TRAFFIC--Under the direction of comrade Andre Obami-Itou, 
member of the Central Committee of the Congolese Labor Party, political 
commissioner, chairman of the Executive Committee of the People's Council 

of the Pool region, the inaugural ceremony for the Louvoubi bridge in the 

Boko district took place on Saturday, 7 January 84, in the presence of 

comrade Jean Koukaba, chairman of the Party committee of the district, two 
delegates representing the Ministry of Plan, political and administrative 
officials and peasant masses from Mandombe, Mbelo, Bela Mohoua, Kiniangui, etc. 
It was at 10:25 that comrade Koukaba made his speech. After welcoming his 
guests, he thanked the regional political administration for having graced 

the opening ceremony with its presence. He also lauded the increasing efforts 
that the Party and the government have continued to make for the viability of 
the masses' living conditions. Thanks to administrative decentralization, the 
Boko district was granted a sum of 4,000,000 CFA francs to build the bridge. 
Thus, the masses of Bela and neighboring populations, inspired by a fierce 
sense of determination, fully participated in the construction during the 
most difficult moments. The building of the bridge required a great deal of 
confidence and, above all, patience on the part of the peasants, since the 
positioning of the first stone dates back to colonial times. For this, he 
expressed his hearty thanks to them and recalled the contribution from the 
regional administration of Public Works in transporting building materials. 
Finally, in the name of the Party Committee and the working masses of the 

Boko district, comrade Koukaba very respectfully asked the political 
commissioner to communicate their unfailing support to the Central Committee 
of the Congolese Labor Party and to its president, Col Denis Sassou-Nguesso. 
[Excerpt] [Brazzaville MWETI in French 19 Jan 84 p 3] 12413 


YINDP RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECT--At the Ministry of Cooperation yesterday at 

4 pm, the Congo and the UNDP signed a document concerning a rural development 
project in the Pool and Plateaux regions. The Congo was represented by 
comrade Wilson Abel Ndessabeka, ambassador and secretary-general of Cooperation, 
and the UNDP was represented by Mr Plactor, resident representative of the 
UNDP in the Congo. The basic objective of the project is to improve living 
conditions in rural areas through an increase in peasants’ income. It is in 
keeping with the orientation and objectives of rural development, defined 

by the 5-year plan as follows: First, to ensure that the population's basic 
food needs are met. This is the objective of the rural development project 
with regard to crops (corn, manioc, potatoes) as well as livestock production 
(pigs, fowl, sheep, fresh-water fish). Second, to increase agricultural 
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incomes so as to achieve parity between urban and rural incomes and to 
improve rural employment. The duration of the project is 1 year, with a 
possible 1 year extension. It concerns the agricultural , livestock and 
fishing sectors. The organization charged with executing the project for 
the Congo is the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock. For the UN, it 

is the ILO. The Congolese government's support will consist of an in-kind 
contribution of 1,249,317,000 CFA francs and 585,380,000 CFA francs in funds. 
The UNDP's support amounts to 602,853 American dollars. The project is 
scheduled to be implemented this month. [Text] [Brazzaville MWETI in French 
19 Jan 84 p 3] 12413 


LIBYAN-CONGOLESE LUMBER COMPANY--Brazzaville, 1 Dec--SOCALIB, the Congolese 
Arab Libyan Lumber Company, was officially formed on 9 January at the close 
of a constituent shareholders meeting at the Ministry of Water and Forestry, 
it was reported in the national daily, MWETI, on 10 January. SOCALIB is 
the realization of plans developed jointly by the People's Republic of the 
Congo and the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya in 1976, the daily reported. It will 
operate in the Sangha region. The facility will have an annual production of 
87,000 cubic meters of raw lumber. Five thousand cubic meters will undergo 
processing on site and 37,000 cubic meters will be set aside for export 
through the intermediary of the Congolese Lumber Office. The formation of 
SOCALIB brings 400 jobs to the labor market. The company becomes the third 
production unit to be installed in the Sangha region for industrial 
development of the forestry resources of northern Congo. ACI. [Text] 
[Brazzaville BULLETIN QUOTIDIEN DE L'ACI in French 12 Jan 84'p 3] 12413 
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MAURITIUS 


ISLAMIC, CATHOLIC LEADERS ON QADHDHAFI'S NEW YEAR MESSAGE 
Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 17 Jan 84 ppl, 8 


[Excerpts| The leader of the Catholic Church in Mauritius, Mgr 
Jean Margeot, and spokesmen for the Islamic faith at noon today 
released communiques expressing their views on the implications 
of the New Year message delivered by the Libyan head of State, 
Mu'ammar Qadhdafi, a message which triggered expulsion of Libyan 
diplomats from Mauritius and which was given widespread coverage 
here on the air and in the press. 


Announcement of the imminent issuance of a communique by the Catho- 
lic diocese was made by Mgr Margeot himself to a delegation of 
deputies and council members from the city of Port-Louis, headed 
by the lord-mayor, Mr Bashir Khodabux, which arrived for a meet- 
ing with the bishop at around 1600 hours yesterday at his palace. 


Present for the meeting were Mgr Margeot, Mgr Amedee Nagapen, Frs 
Philippe Goupille and Henri Souchon, Messers Bashir Khodabux, 
Jerome Boulle, Noel Lee Cheong Lem, Dinesh Mundil, Mathieu Lacle, 
Osman Gendoo, and Sylvio Dodin. 


The object of the meeting between the Port Louis delegation and 
the head of the Catholic diocese was, according to the lord-mayor 
"to talk with him about possible fallout from Col Qadhdafi's mes- 
sage, a message which had been broadcast repeatedly on MBC/TV and 
in some of the press. 


"The meeting," said the lord-mayor, “yielded some encouraging re- 
sults." Summing up his derirche for the press, Lord Mayor Bashir 
Khodabux, surrounded by k © friends from parliament and from the 
city council, said: 


"We acted as spokesmen for the citizens and councilmen who had en- 
tertained some apprehension as to a possible misunderstanding in 
the wake of publication of Qadhdafi's message. After the fright- 
ful episode we went through in the very recent past, it was unthink- 
able for us, as citizens, deputies, and city councilmen, to behave 
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as though nothing had happened, Hence the idea to meet with Mgr 
Margeot. Today we are going to meet with the Muslim religious 
leaders." 


The lord-mayor said that "Mgr Margeot gave us assurances that the 
bonds of friendship which have hitherto prevailed in relations be- 
tween Christians and Muslims would not be affected by this inci- 
dent. For his part, Mgr Margeot plans to take every possible step 
to see that peace and brotherhood reign between Muslims and Chris- 
tians." 


According to the lord-mayor, "Muslim religious leaders will issue 
a similar appeal. Mgr ‘Margeot and all who took part in yesterday's 
meeting voiced the hope that prayers would be said in the churches 
and mosques for peace to continue to reign in Mauritius." 


The lord mayor said he was satisfied "that there is no reason for 
concern. Everybody is calmly watching what is happening, and we 
all hope that this calm will continue to prevail." 


In the course of yesterday's meeting at the bishop's palace, the 
possibility was also raised of soliciting the intervention of the 
national inter-religious committee, a committee working for bet- 
ter understanding among Mauritians of different cultures and re- 
ligions. 


The Islamic communique issued today opened with a historical pre- 
amble: 

Of the followers of Moses and Jesus, called "Peo- 

ple of the Book" in Koranic parlance, this is 

what the Koran says: 


"Say: 'We believe in what has come down to you. 
Our God who is your God is one, and we are sub- 
ject to Him.' (Koran, chapter 29, verse 46)." It 
is therefore not surprising that the Islamic- 
Christian understanding has withstood the test of 
centuries. 


Muslims enjoy very high consideration in the Church. They adore 
God, who is one, eternal and absolute, merciful and all-powerful, 
creator of heaven and earth, and who has also spoken to man. 

They strive to obey without reservation mysterious orders, just as 
Abraham bowed to the will of God, to the faith which Muslims ar-~ 
dently bind to their own. Although they do not recognize him as 
God, they sincerely consider Jesus a prophet, and they honor his 
mother the Virgin... Furthermore, they await the day of the Last 
Judgment and the reward that will follow the resurrection of the 
dead. This is why they have always had great esteem for a just 
and honest life, and adore God, particularly through prayer, alms- 
giving, and fasting. 


While, over the course of the centuries, many dissensions and enmi- 
ties have arisen between Christians and Muslims, the Council exhorts 
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them both to forget the past and to strive seriously for mutual 
understanJing, so as to protect and foster together, for all men, 
social justice, moral values, peace, and freedom." 


The foregoing paragraphs are taken from the Council document en- 
titled "Nostra Aetate," the celebrated statement made by the II 
Vatican Council on 28 October 1965. 


We would remind you that in addition to this declaration there are 
many resolutions and recommendations taken at a series of meetings 
called under the Christian-Islamic Dialogue program, including 
those held at Geneva in 1968, in Lebanon in 1970, at the Vatican 
in 1971, in Sri Lanka in 1974, in Tripoli in 1976, in Cairo in 
1978, and in Tunis in 1979. The Islamic-Christian Dialogue has 

as one of its aims the deepening, "in faith and truth, of the 
friendship between Christians and Muslims and the setting of goals 
to help Christians and Muslims forward on the paths of fellowship. 


Let us pray together that almighty God will give us the moral and 
physical strength we need to deepen mutual understanding and bro- 
therhood between Christians and Muslims all over the world... 


[Signed] A. Azhari (Khateeb, Jumma Mosque) 
S.M. Beegarry (Imam Noor-e-Islam Mosque, Port Louis 
M.A. Timol (president, Markazi Mosque, Port Louis). 


The Catholic communique was issued by Mgr Jean Margeot, Bishop 
of Port-Louis, dated 17 January 1984, from the palace. It is 
entitled: "That Mauritian Catholics and their Muslim Brothers 
May Continue to Dwell in Peace and Amity." 


My attention has been drawn to the message which the Libyan leader, 
Col Qadhdafi, has sent to the heads of State of the entire world 
on the occasion of the New Year. 


1. This document was sent to heads of government, to ministers, 
all over the world. We have no reason to question the authenti- 
city of this document, since it was delivered by Libya's represen- 
tatives to Mauritius. 


2. We must first of all emphasize the fact that Catholics cannot 
recognize themselves in the description of their faith as it is 
rendered by Col Mu'ammar Qadhdafi. 


a) We believe that the Old and New Testaments are books inspired 
by God. The Church stands as guarantor of the authenticity of 
these sacred books. The Gospels were published under the authority 
of the Church. It had established, once and for all, the authenti- 
city of the Scriptures back in the llth century. 


b) It is these Gospels that teach us of the birth, the life, and 
the death and resurrection of Jesus. We believe that Jesus -- not 
his double -- was born of the Virgin Mary, that he died on Good 
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Friday and arose again on Easter morning. That is the heart and 
center of the Christian faith. 


c) One must avoid confusing Mary, the mother of Jesus, with Mary, 
the sister of Aaron and Moses, who lived in the time of the Exodus. 
There are 1,250 years between them. 


d) The Christian religion, while rooted in the Old Testament, is 
not to be identified with the Jewish religion; certainly not with 
the latter-day State of Israel. 


e) The Catholic Church engages in no propaganda against the Arab 
nations. which number many Christians among their peoples, such 
as Egypt, Lebanon, and Syria, for example. 


3. We believe just as firmly in the principle of religious free- 
dom. The faith, to us Christians, is something freely embraced 
and a decision which each individual makes in the inward place 
most sacred to man: his own conscience. 


The Vatican II declaration on religious freedom reminds us that 
every human being has the right to his freedom of conscience. 
"In religious matters, no one may be forced to act against his 
conscience, nor may he be deterred from acting, within proper 
limits, according to his conscience, alone or in company with 
others." (Vatican II Council: Declaration on religious freedom, 
para. 2). We are deeply committed to this principle, based on 
the dignity of the human person. Freedom of conscience is a 
fundamental human right. 


In a multi-racial and multi-religious country like Mauritius, it 
is of paramount importance to protect this principle of religious 
freedom. Everyone has the right to practice the religion of his 
choice; nobody can be forced to practice other people's reli- 
gion, and everybody must respect the religious beliefs of others. 


In his statement on television, the prime minister correctly laid 
the stress on this principle of religious freedom. He defined it 
quite properly as an indispensable foundation if Mauritians of 
different cultures and different religions are to live together 
in peace and in mutual respect. It is regrettable that a foreign 
head of State should have reached and preached a negative opinion 
as to a faith not his own, or called on "the new generations of 
the Christian world to start a cultural revolution" and change 
their faith. 


4. Diplomatic relations between Mauritius and foreign countries 
are the responsibility of the government, and it is not my réle 
to interfere in these matters. 


Since 1976, I have unwaveringly defined my position on the separa- 
tion which must exist between the political power and the reli- 
gious power. The domain of foreign policy is not a part either of 
my mission or of my responsibility. 
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5- It is, however, my duty and my responsibility to call upon all 
Catholics to make sure that this event is not allowed to damage 
relations between Muslims and Catholics. . 


Since 1968, Muslims and Catholics in Mauritius have made strenuous 
efforts to develop and foster the sentiments of confidence, amity, 
and brotherhood between them. At the international level, Pope 
John-Paul II constantly urges us toward greater understanding he- 
tween Islam and Christianity, and each year he sends a message 

of brotherhood to the Muslims of the world at the end of the 
Ramadan fast. 


We pledge, on our part, to continue to encourage encounters and 
joint prayer meetings between Christians and Muslims, and also be- 
tween Christians and members of all the religions represented in 
Mauritius, with utmost respect for the beliefs of all. We shall 
continue to do everything in our power to dissipate misunderstand- 
ing. and mistrust, and to intensify the dialogue that encourages 
mutual respect and understanding. This is the way we shall con- 
tinue to work to build, together, the Mauritian nation.. 


I call upon all our Muslim, Hindu, and Buddhist brethren to foster 
that understanding and that climate of friendship and brotherhood 
It is one of our country's greatest resources. This wealth, I re- 
mind you, is based on religious freedom, on the wish to dwell to- 
gether, and on the refusal to engage in any activity whatsoever 
aimed at: 


-- casting aspersions on other people's religion; 
-- passing judgment on the sincerity of their religious commitment. 


God alone is great. He alone can bring brothers together in frater- 
nity. With all our brethren who believe in God, let us pray that 


He will give us, in this year of Reconciliation, the spirit of 
brotherhood and of unity. 
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SENEGAL 


RALLYING OF GROUP OF PAI MEMBERS TO PS RAPPED 
Dakar LE POLITICIEN in French 20 Jan 84 p 8 
[Article by S. Haidara] 


[Excerpts] What a curious coincidence! It is at the very moment when Pierre 
Mauroy is visiting our country that we are told by the official press that "a 
group of Senegalese patriots and former opposition members and sympathizers" 
have joined the Socialist Party. In reality, the only people involved are 
officials of various rank of the African Independent Party (PAI), including 


its secretary general, Bara Goudiaby himself. 


It is a known fact that the French prime minister is the socialist official for 
whom the French Communist Party (PCF) has the highest estime. He has always 
been its staunchest defender within his country's coalition government. It is 
also a known fact that, for its part, the PCF has always tried to attract the 
PAI to its side. This venture never got anywhere due essentially to Maj's 
persistence [reference to Majhmout Diop, head of the PAI], our national super 
leader, to preserve the independence of his party from the two capitals fight- 
ing over the leadership of world Marxism, Beijing and Moscow. 


The French communists will nevertheless continue to cultivate very friendly 
close relations with the PAI's number two man, Bara Goudiaby. 


After having successfully handled, until now at least, the alliance between the 
PS and the PCF, did Mauroy try to bring Maj and Abdou closer and, unable to 
convince the former, did he have better luck with Goudiaby? 


If such is the case, the question arises whether it was not a disservice to the 
Senegalese communists, for, in a way, the defection of such a large number of 
PAI officials is tantamount to sinking the party ship. Maj now finds himself 
all alone and it seems unlikely that he can succeed in reviving a party which, 
it must be said, belongs more to history than to the present. 


On the other hand, what can Bara Goudiaby and his companions reasonably expect 
within the Senegdese Left other than a loss of credibility? For, at a time 
when Abdou refuses to discuss with the stronger opposition--mainly the PDS 
[Senegalese Democratic Party] and the MDP [People's Democratic Movement ]--put- 
ting the final touch to a governmental program, it is difficult to see what he 
could concede to a small communist group without true popular basis. 
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Senegalese from all the political factions would have undoubtedly better 
appreciated the French socialists’ friendship had Pierre Mauroy announced a 
signigicent increase in the benefits paid to military pensioners, their widows 
and orphans. 


Since the arrival of the Left to power in France, there has been an noted 
effort made to catch up. The pensions were raised by 7 percent in 1982, 5 per- 
cent in 1983 and an increase similar to last year's is expected for the current 
year. We are still far from the mark, however, the difference in pay between 
the French and Senegalese ranging from 3 to l. 
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SENEGAL 


DIRECTIVES, RECOMMENDATIONS OF PDS MEETING 
Dakar TAKUSAAN in French 27-30 Jan 84 p 3 


[Text] The National Committee of the Senegalese Democratic Party (PDS) met at 
party headquarters on Sunday, 22 January, under the chairmanship of Brother 
Abdoulaye Wade, the secretary general. 


After having thoroughly and democratically discussed the items on its agenda, 
the national committee drew up the following directives and recommendations: 


Concerning the national meeting, the committee confirmed it would be held under 
the chairmanship of Brother Abdoulaye Wade on Saturday 4 February at 1400 hours 
at Triangle Su’ in Dakar and it urged those in charge to use all possible means 
to have a record attendance. 


Concerning the sale of party cards and the renewal of basic institutions, the 
Committee kept the agenda and procedure laid down by the Political Bureau, 
namely, operations for the sale of cards to begin on 31 January and renewal of 
the basic institutions, on 30 April. 


Concerning the visits of the secretary general to the interior of the country, 
the Committee invited federal officials to propose meeting dates to the 
National Secretariat. These dates will be kept on the basis of his availability. 


Furthermore, the National Committee retained the idea of holding a seminar in 
Casamance for party cadres. 


The National Committee then analyzed the national situation and approved the 
pertinent observations and conclusions of the Political Bureau according to 
which the country is experiencing economic and financial bankruptcy and politi- 
cal inactivity due to governmental incompetence, inefficiency and non-involve- 
ment. Following the example of the Political Bureau, it urges the party to 
take all necessary initiatives in order to promote the holding of a round table 
attended by all the political factions, without exception. 


The Committee considers any stand taken by Abdou Diaf or any declarations he 
may have made on the occasion of his party's extraordinary congress as being 
inconsistent with all concepts of national consensus. 
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Finally, when mentioning the border dispute opposing Senegal and Guinea-Bissau, 
the National Committee stated its conviction that this issue must be resolved 
without bravado or act of violence, taking into strict account good neighbor 
relations and the common interest of our two countries whose fate is enduringly 
linked by history and geography. 
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SENEGAL 


RESULTS OF LD/MPT CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEETING 
Dakar TAKUSAAN in French 27-30 Jan 84 p 6 


[Text] The Central Committee of the Democratic League/Movement for the Labor 
Party (LD/MPT) met on Sunday 8 January 1984 following the meeting of the Politi- 
cal Bureau held on 7 January 1984 at party headquarters. It reviewed the 
following items among those on the agenda: 1) the international and national 
situation; and 2) party activities. 


Analyzing the international situation, the LD/MPT Central Committee noted with 
concern the serious threats to world peace following the breakdown of the Geneva 
talk after the installation of the Pershing II and Cruise missles in Western 
Europe by the USA. 


The LD/MPT Central Committee noted the escalade of American imperialism in al- 
liance with Zionism. The Central Committee condemned the American-Israeli 
aggressive alliance against the Arabs and their common cause and reaffirmed its 
solidarity with the peoples of Lebanon, Syria and‘other Arab countries, who are 
resolutely determined to defend their sovereignty and freedom. 


Concerning South Africa, the Central Committee renewed its support of UN resolu- 
tion 435 for the unconditional independence of Namibia and condemned the sordid 
maneuvers of American imperialism allied to the racist government of Pretoria. 


With regard to West Africa, the LD/MPT Central Committee carefully and sympathet- 
ically follows the revolutionary experiment taking place in Upper Volta. 


Analyzing the national situation, the Central Committee expressed much concern 
about the growing deterioration of the peasant masses’ living conditions, a 
consequence of the government's bad agricultural policy. Believing that the 
UPS/PS [Senegalese Progressive Union/Socialist Party] regime is solely responsi- 
ble for this situation, the Central Committee forcefully condemned this campaign 
of "solidarity" with the rural world, which is nothing more than an indirect way 
of adding to the wealth of the bourgeois minority in office. 


Analyzing the events which broke out once again in Casamance, the LD/MPT Central 
Committee held the Senegalese government responsible for this painful situation. 
It demanded that solutions be sought and found, taking into account the aspira- 
tions of the Casamance populations to achieve social and cultural growth within 
a harmonious and balanced development of the whole country. 
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(...) With regard to the party's ordinary congress set for 7 and 8 April 1984, 
the LD/MPT Central Committee adopted the general report, after amendments, 
presented by the first secretary, It urged members and officials to do their 
assigned tasks properly in order for this congress to become a decisive turning 


point in the life of the party. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


BUDGET OVER-SPENDING ESTIMATED AT Rl BILLION 


Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL BUSINESS DAY in English 14 Feb 84 p 1 


[Article by Harold Fridjhon] 


{Text ] ALL signs point to the Government 
over-spending its Budget for the cur- 
rent fiscal Fe by Ribn. 


This would mean expenditure had in- 
creased by at least 155%, compared with 
the 10% estimate made when the Budget 
was introduced in March last year. 

Indications are that agriculture, defence and 
finance wil] have the largest budget over-runs. 

Government expenditure in January dropped 
to R1,706bn, the third lowest month in the 10 
months of the current fiscal year, compared with 
R1,514bn for the comparable month of the pre- 
vious year. 

For the full 10 months, expenditure amounted 
to R18,58bn, against R16,244bn last- year — an 
increase of 14,4%. 

This year’s expenditure figure is not entirely 
accurate because the Treasu.’y paid R892m to the 
Reserve Bank to compensate it for losses on 
foreign currency transactions and this payment 
was reflected “below che line”, instead of “above 
the line”. 

With expenditure for the 10 -months at 
R18,580bn, revenue was R15,882bn, leaving a defi- 
cit of R2,698'n. But revenue receipts appear to 
have been overstated by R900m, which was 
drawn from the stabilisation account earlier in 
the year. This was reflected under inland rev- 
enue, whereas it should have been shown among 
“other receipts” below the line. 

The two erroneous entries ultimately balance 
themselves out, but it does change the profile of 
the book-keeping. 

The nominal deficit before borrowing at the 
end of 10 months, as revealed by the published 
figures, was R2,698bn, compared with the budget- 
ed R2,082bn. This will probably increase by 
March 31. Mr Horwood will not be embarrassed 
by the difference. He has raised R3,710bn net so 
far this year. 

The estimate of the Rlbn overspending can be 
calculated in many ways. If to the total expendi- 
ture to January — R18,580bn — the actual month- 
ly average of ‘he 10 months spending is added for 
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February and March, the Budget could over-run 
by R1,121bn. 

If, however, one adds to total spending for 10 
months to the Budget monthly average for the 
remaining two months, the excess spending 
would be R970m. 

But if one projects to the end of the fiscal year 
the excess spending of specific departments and 
does not take into account those departments 
which might not have spent their allocated funds, 
the over-run could be as much as R1,283bn. 

Perhaps this might be a more accurate mea- 
sure because included in the total Budget was the 
item “improvements in the conditions of service” 
(for public servants) for which R250m was 
allocated. 

By December, only R4,73m had been spent 
under this heading and it is unlikely the whole 
amount will have been spent when the fiscal year 
ends. 

There has been some deft footwork in the 
national book-keeping. 

At this stage it would seem that the tiny ex- 
pense on Parliament — R8,117m — will be over- 
run by about 30%. What about next year’s three 
Parliaments? 

The big overspenders will be the Treasury, 
which will probably exceed its vote by R291m 
because of the high cost of borrowed money. 

Constitutional Development shows signs of ex- 
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ceeding its budget by R192m. The Police could 


/ over-run by R75m, Health by R126m and 


National Education by R36m. 


Mr Horwood has warned that the drought and 
the demands of defence will result in some over- 


' spending. - Calculations suggest Defence will 


spend R219m over and above the R3)n voted. 

Agriculture, allocated R467m, will probably 
spend at least an additional R366m, with another 
heavy year of spending still ahead. 

Industry and Commerce might over-run its 
budget. by R22m and Environmental Affairs by 
R29m. - 

Up to the end of January — for which only 
gross figures, but no details are yet available — 
Customs and Excise had brought in R1,462m, 
compared with R1,87m the previous year. 


Collections up to the end of December, the 
latest detailed figures, show that while Customs 
and Excise collections were holding their own, 
revenue was reduced by the dimininishing collec- 
tions for the surcharge. Another factor which 
reduced customs and excise net income was the 
larger amount paid in terms of customs union 
agreements with our neighbours. 

Income tax collections for the nine months 
increased by 19,2% to R7,383bn and general sales 
tax at R2,84bn, the second biggest head of rev- 
enue, was 22,6% higher at R2,315bn. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


BMW PLANS TO EXPAND EXPORT CAPABILITY 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 17 Feb 84 p 21 


{Text ] 


CSO: 


BMW South _ Africa 
and its parent company 
have embarked on a 
combined product de- 
velopment _ strategy 
that 


interchange ability of 
loce! and overseas com- 
ponents. 

This will enable the 
South African plant to ex- 
port to Germany compo- 
nents for use in the pro- 


3400/673 


duction of cars by BMW's 
German plants. 

Speaking at a Press 
conference to introduce 
BMW's new development 
engineering centre at 
Rosslyn, Pretoria, yester- 
day, Mr Bernt 
Pischetsrieder, technical 
director, said: ‘The rela- 
tively limited size of the 
South African car market 
is keeping local produc- 
tions cost at a very high 
level. 

“We can overcome the 
cost implications of low 


production volumes by 
exporting cars and com- 
ponents. 
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“This, in turn, is feas- 
ible only when local com- 
ponents are in all respects 
interchangeable with that 
required by overseas 
plants. To achieve that, 
we have integrated our 


local development strate- 
gy with that of our parent 


y 
renowned not only for its 
successful tion of 
BMW's to local condit- 
ions, but also to its credit 
are sophisticated deve 
ment projects such as the 
BMW 745i, a project in- 
itiated by BMW South 
Africa, using a refined 


version of the M1 engine 
_ by BMW Mu- 


Mr Pischetsrieder said 
BMW had applied to the 
board of trade and indus- 
tries for an amendment to 
the current local content 
rules that would offset the 
weight of com- 
ponents with that of simi- 
lar exported components 
- provided the latter are 
made in South Africa. 

“We could, for ex- 
ample, manufacture fend- 
ers for all three series 
BMW's built bere and in 











CONSERVATIVE PARTY VICTORY IN SOUTPANSBERG REPORTED 


Victory Celebration Noted 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 17 Feb 84 p 3 


[Article by Louis Trichardt] 


[Text ] 


— Tis:e was loud 
cheering with the pop- 
ping of champagne 
corks in the Soutpans- 
berg yesterday. Many 
wept unashamedly 
when the Conservative 
Party’s victory over the 
National Party in the 
Soutpansberg __parlia- 
mentary and provincial 
by-elections was an- 
nounced. 


The moment of tri- 


umph was also too much 
for the CP's newly- 
elected Member of Parlia- 
ment, Mr Tom Langley. 
When his supporters lift- 
ed him on their shoulders 
he, for a moment, also 
shed tears of joy. 

Mr Langley won the 
parliamentary by-election 
with a minority of 497 
votes. The CP received 
5 836 votes; Mr Hein 
Kruger of the NP 5 339 
end the HNP candidate. 
Mr Gert Bectge. polled 
85 votes. 

The CP's provincial 
candidate, Mr Leon Tom, 
won the provincial seat 
with a majority of 457 
votes. Mr Edward 
Vorster of the NP receiv- 
ed 5 306 votes, and the 
HNP candidate 98. 
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In both the parliamen- 
tary and provincial by- 
elections the percentage 
poll was 69,9, which was 
10 percent lower than the 
“battle of the berge’’ by- 
election on May 10 last 
year when the percentage 
poll was 80 percent. 

In last year’s by-elec- 
tion, former Minister, Mr 
Fanie Botha, scraped 
home by a mere 621 votes 
after he was elected in the 
previous general election 
with a majority of more 


than 6 000 votes. 
Yesterday's victory for 


the CP saw a swing of 
1118 voters away from 
the NP. About 200 of 
these voters were appar- 
ently HNP supporters 
who voted for the CP 
after their candidate with- 


drew. 
Immediately after the 


announcement that Mr 
Langley had been 
elected, another CP MP, 
Dr Frans van Staden. led 
prayers for the 400 CP 
supporters who waited 
through the night for the 
results which were read 
just after 8 am yesterday. 
Dr Van Staden said it 
was known that God ‘“‘de- 
cides the destiny of na- 
tions” and that yester- 
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day's CP victory had been 
the result of prayers coun- 
trywide by many conser- 
vative Afrikaans and 
English-speaking voters. 

He said God had heard 
these prayers and what 
happened yesterday was 
“His Will.” 


P. W. Botha on Election Results 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 17 Feb 84 p 3 


[Article by Bert Van Hees] 


[Text ] 


CAPE TOWN. — The 
result of the by-election 
in Soutpansberg — was 
disappointing, and was 
a sharp contrast to the 
overwhelming mandate 
which the Government 
received in the referen- 
dum on November 2 last 
year, the Prime Minis- 
ter, Mr P W Botha, has 
said. 


In a statement issued yes- 
terday, Mr Botha said it 
was also true that the 
by-election could not 
have been fought by the 
National Party (NP) 
candidates under more 


difficult circumstances. 


A succession of disap- 
pointing events in the 
Soutpansberg constitu- 
ency had inevitably had 
an influence on the con- 
fidence of voters, he 
said, but the Govern- 
ment would carry out its 
task with determination 
because the overwhelm- 
ing majority of White 
voters had given the 
Government the man- 
date to do so. 


Referring to the Progres- 
sive Federal Party’s vic- 


tory in the Pinetown by- 
election, Mr Botha said 
the NP did not partici- 
pate in Pinetown irre- 
spective of the manner 
in which individual nat- 
ionalists had cast their 
votes. 


“The New Republic Party 
will probably learn its 
own lessons from the re- 
sult, just as any political 
party must take notice 
of the trend in by-elec- 
tions. It will have to 
measure itself against 
the results of the elec- 
tion,” he said. 


"Blow for SA Conservatism’ 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 17 Feb 84 p 3 


[Article by Louis Trichardt] 


[Text ] 


— The victory of the Con- 
servative Party in Wed- 
nesday’s crucially-import- 
ant parliamentary and 
provincial by-elections in 
Soutpansberg ‘‘has struck 
a blow for conservatism in 
South Africa,"” Mr Tom 
Langley, the  newly- 
elected CP member of 
parliament for Soutpans- 
berg, said yesterday. 
Speaking immediately 
after his election Mr 
Langley told about 400 


39 


CP supporters who wait- 
ed outside the counting 
hall for almost 11 hours, 
that the CP victory was “‘a 
joint effort of Afrikaans 
and English-speaking 
conservatives.” 

He thanked the CP 
workers of Soutpansberg 
and all others who helped 
the CP win. 

Mr Langley said this 
victory was also the big- 
gest present Soutpans- 








berg could have given the 
CP's leader Dr Andries 
Treurnicht - whose birth- 
day is tomorrow. 

He stressed that large 
numbers of English- 
speaking voters support- 
ed the Conservative Party 
in Soutpansberg. 

“We — Afrikaans and 
English-speakers together 
— have struck a blow for 
conservatism in South 
Africa — a blow which 
confirmed the real power 
of conservatism in the 
Northern Transvaal. 

"Our victory has in fact 


_ dimmed the otherwise 


bright outcome of last 
year's referendum on the 
new constitution, and has 
proved that the majority 
of Afrikaans and English- 
speaking voters in North- 
ern Transvaal rejected 
the new political dispen- 
sation,’’ Mr Langley said. 

He went on to say the 
victory was the first step 
towards ending NP rule in 
South Africa. 

He said Livingstone 
Once pointed from Table 
Mountain stating the hin- 
terland lies to the north 
— he could now point 
from Northern Transvaal 


to Table Mountain and 
state the hinterland of 
conservatism lies al] the 
way south. 

Mr Langley announced 
the CP would have a ma- 
jor victory feast in Louis 
Trichardt tomorrow. 

He was then taken on a 
victory trip through the 
streets of Louis Trichardt 
and about 300 cars. all 
with hooters blowing. 
took part in the proces- 
sion. 

Mr Langley will be 
sworn in as MP and take 
up his seat in parliament 
on Monday. 


"Serious Setback for Moderates' 
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(Article by Bert Van Hees] 


{Text ] 


CAPE TOWN. — The 
Pinetown and Soutpans- 
berg by-election results 
have serious implications 
for moderate political 
parties of the centre, and 
indicates polarisation of 
the parties of the extreme 
left and right, the leader 
of the NRP, Mr W Vause 
Raw, said yesterday. 


Commenting on the re- 
sult, he said: ‘‘We are na- 
turally disappointed that 
we could not even win 
back Pinetown.” 

Mr Raw said the NRP 
would consider all the im- 
plications in due course, 
“but we will continue to 
carry out our responsibili- 
ties for which we were 
elected, and make a posi- 
tive contribution to the 


reform process.”’ 

The leader of the Con- 
servative Party, Dr AP 
Treurnicht, said the CP 
was proud of its success in 
the Soutpansberg elec- 
tion. 

It was “quite an 
achievement”, he said, 
for the CP to have got 400 
votes more than in last 
year’s by-election, with 
such a reduced poll per- 


centage. 

“I think people have 
come to reconsider the 
implications of the new 
constitution. In talks. and 
public meetings which we 
had, it was clear that 
some people were wor- 
ried and willing to recon- 
sider. It seems that this is 
only the beginning,” he 
said. 

Dr Treurnicht said he 


was proud of the CP’s or- 
ganisation. ‘It is a young 
party, but hard work and 





organisation have laid the 
foundation. We also had 
good candidates,” he 


added. 
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'Collapse' of NRP ‘Nonsense’ 


[Article by Tim Clarke] 


[Text ] 


DURBAN. — Mr Ron 
Miller, MP and leader of 
the New Republic Party 
in Natal yesterday dis- 
missed newspaper reports 
that the party was about 
to disintegrate after its 
poor showing in Pinetown 
as “nonsense”. 

Mr Miller who is to 
hold a caucus meeting of 
the party in Natal today 
and will then fly to Cape 
Town to discuss the drub- 
bing of the party at the 
hands of the Progressive 
Federal Party, said yes- 
terday that after an analy- 
sis of the election shock 
there was no doubt that 
the “stay away factor” 
had led to the defeat of 
the party. 

Mr Miller also rejected 
Claims by the leader of the 
PFP, Dr Van Zyl Slab- 
bert, that the party no 
longer had a future in 
White politics. 

Analysing the NRP set- 
back in detail, Mr Miller 


“said ft was fronical that in 


the two Westville polling 
areas, where the Progs 
were thought to be the 
strongest, the NRP had in 
fact led in these areas. 
But in the Pinetown area 
itself where the NRP 
claimed considerable sup 
port this support was not 
forthcoming. 


He said that many 
people canvassed in the 
Pinetown area and who 
had said they could vote 
for Mr Frank Martin, the 
NRP eandidate, had in 
fact stayed away com- 
pletely. There appeared 
to be a general apathy 
among NRP supporters in 
the Pinetown area. 


Also the Progs had 
gained a vital lead in the 
special and postal votes 
by being able to use the 
1981 election cards. With 
the help of these ‘cards 


they had been far quicker 


in tracing voters living 
outside the area but who 
were nevertheless entitled 
to vote at Pinetown. 


Mr Miller admitted that 
the NRP election ma- 
chine had not stood up to 
that of the PFP. 


Election Results Examined 
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[Editorial: 


[Text ] 


"The Results" ] 


THE National Party’s defeat in Soutpansberg 
does not mean the end of reform. _ 

Nor does it mean that there is a swing against 
the party sufficient to endanger 1t if there 
were a general election tomorrow. 

Soutpansberg is in the only region which re- 
turned a ‘‘No” vote in the referendum on the 
constitution. 

Nevertheless, until last year, it was the fief- 
dom of Mr Fanie Botha, the former Minister 
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of Manpower, who represented the constitu- 
ency in Parliament for 26 years. 

In the Battle of the Berge Mr Botha retained 
the seat with a majority of 621, compared 
with the majority he attained in the last gen- 
eral election of 3 647. 

Now the Conservative Party has won the seat 
with a majority of 497, which represents a big 
swing away from the NP. 
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The Prime Minister, Mr P W Botha, has ac- 
knowledged that the result is “naturally dis- 
appointing” to the NP. He has blamed “a 
succession of disappointing events in the con- 
stituency which inevitably had an influence 
on the voters’ confidence”. 

Perhaps he was referring to the circumstances 
in which Mr Fanie Botha found it best to 
resign from the Government and Parliament. 

Our own impression is that there were also 
other factors of a more general nature, in- 
cluding issues such as the possible scrapping 
of the Mixed Marriages Act and the dropping 
of the clause in the Immorality Act that deals 
with colour. 

The possibility of a mixed Cabinet, as well as 
the introduction of a three-chamber Parlia- 
ment for Whites, Coloured and Indians, 
were also major issues. 

All of which goes to show how an essentially 
conservative constituency feels about such 
matters. 

The Government still has an overwhelming 
majority in Parliament, with 125 of the seats. 
The Conservative Party is concentrated mainly 
in platteland, mining and working-class 

areas. 

As the by-election in Waterkloof showed last 
year, it does not have much strength among 
the well-to-do, intellectual urban voters. 

It cannot hope, at this point, to pose any great 
challenge to the National Party countrywide. 
Nevertheless, the fact that it was able to take a 
Parliamentary and a provincial seat away 
from the ruling party will inspire it to even 

greater effort. 
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And with a new cultural organisation being set 
up to counter the Broederbond, the gather- 
ing together of Right-wing forces has begun 
in earnest. 

As for the Progressive Federal Party’s victory 
in Pinetown, this has shown that the PFP 
cannot be written off on the basis of the re- 
ferendum ‘‘Yes” vote in which many of its 
supporters joined. 

Voting for a start to reform does not necessari- 
ly mean voting for the NP or its ally, the New 
Republic Party, in an election. 

Pinetown has proved this to be so. 

The PFP candidate beat the New Republic 
Party candidate — the most senior member 
of the Natal provincial executive — hand- 
somely. The NRP is finished — as we have 
said over and over again. 

If Mr Frank Martin couldn’t win Pinetown 
with Nationalist support, what can the NRP 
win? 

Finally, there is the Herstigte Nasionale Party. 
It pulled out of the Soutpansberg by-election 
because it had no hope of getting more than a 
couple of hundred votes. 

In the event, diehard Herstigtes still voted for 
the HNP candidates, but fewer than 100 
votes were recorded for each. 

The HNP clearly is a spent force. 

The three parties that matter are the NP, still 
tremendously powerful but losing conserva- 
tive Afrikaner support; the CP, the “‘hope”’ 
of the Right-wing; and the PFP, still a Left- 
wing group to be reckoned with, but no alter- 
native government. 

Thus has the political face of White politics 
changed. 
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COOPERATIVES JOIN FORCES WITH NATIONAL REPRODUCTIVITY INSTITUTE 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 24 Feb 84 p 12 


[Text ] 


TWO of the country’s 
biggest agricultural co-op- 
eratives have’ joined 
forces with the National 
Productivity Institute to 
set up a master plan to 
improve the productivity 
of agricultural co-opera- 
tives. 

Details of the collabo- 
ration plan — involving 
the Vetsak and Boere- 
sake organisations and 
the NPI-were announced 
in Cape Town yesterday. 


Boeresake operates in 
the south of South Africa 
and Vetsak in the north. 


The venture will be in- 
augurated at a meeting 
hosted by Vetsak at Isan- 
do, near Johannesburg, 
on March 21. 


Dr Jan Visser, ex- 
ecutive director of the 
NPI, said in Pretoria yes- 
terday that the collabora- 
tion plan was “great news 
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and a big step forward tor 
productivity.” 


It followed a two-year 
groundwork session by 
the NPI, at the request of 
the SA Agricultural 
Union, to set up a unit 
specifically to cater for 
the needs of agricultural 
co-operatives. 


Thanks to the support 
and encouragement of 
these two central co-oper- 
atives our productivity 
unit will be able to con- 
tribute on a much larger 
scale to increasing the 
productivity of the agri- 
cultural co-operatives,” 
said Dr Visser. 


The NPI was looking 
forward to promoting the 
programme for productiv- 
ity improvement — a pro- 
gramme _ which would 
help member co-opera- 
tives to function more ef- 
ficiently and to achieve 
higher goals in market 
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penetration and profit- 
ability. 


The first step would he 
to extend the NPI’s exist- 
ing productivity improve- 
ment programme for co- 
operatives with mainten- 
ance workshops. 


Later, special projects 
would be tackled to raise 
the standards of market- 
ing of tractors, agricul- 
tural machinery = aid 
parts. Attention would 
also be focussed on the 
productivity of the gener- 
al trading function in co- 
operatives. 


Mr Giel Malherbe, 
chairman of Boeresakc. 
said that in the short term 
the plan would make a 
meaningful contribution 
to alleviating the finan- 
cial dilemma of farmers 
and co-operatives in tie 
present crippling drought 
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REACTION TO SENTENCING OF SECURITY POLICEMAN 


Precedent Set 
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{Editorial ] 


[Text ] 


FOR the first time in the rather 
grisly history of deaths in detention 
a policeman has been found respon- 
sible for the death of a detainee. 


And whether the argument is that 
the policeman was negligent or sim- 
ply reckless in that police cell at Pro- 
tea is neither here nor there. The 
very nature of detention without 
trial makes it open to all kinds of 
unfortunate “accidents” and “inci- 
dents.” People have been known to 
have died as a result of slipping on a 
piece of soap, others have been 


known to hang themselves. There 


have been all such accidents in the 
past that have left many people sim- 
ply unimpressed with the version 
given by the authorities. In this case 
Sergeant Harm van As gave 2 most 


amazing story about a detainee who. 


grabbed a gun from his holster and 


instead of pumping the policeman: 


full of lead turns the gun on himself. 
and puts a bullet through his own 
forehead. Such fiction seems unbe-. 
lievable but we are afraid detention 
without trial has made it fact in the 


past. 


Whatever assurances will come 
from heads of the police depart- 
ments, or from Pretoria itself, will 
be welcome. We will only be satis- 
fied when the whole law is scrapped. 


44 


Thcre are at the moment regulations 
that have to be observed by the po- 
lice when they detain people —regu- 
lations which are viewed as suffi- 


cient safeguard. 


In this particular situation where 
Van As was sentenced to ten years in 
jail, the situation was a classic one 
reflecting on the invidiousness of de- 
tention without trial. 


The fact is that any kind of arrest 


The situation in detention without 
trial is compounded because the po- 
liceman’s role becomes almost God- 
like. He can, after all, hold a de- 
tainee for as long as the law allows 
him. Placed in such helplessness the 








prisoner is totally at the mercy of the 
police. The prisoner can become 
desperate the extent of doing 
some extraordinary things. But the 
story that was told by Van As should 
go into the record book. 


‘We may not be entirely legally 
bent but the question ts often posed 
as to whether the policeman had any 
motive for shooting a suspect he did 
not know. We would think a little bit 


of reflection shows that most po- 
licemen may have a whole range of 
motives, from ambition, from over- 
zealousness, to plain political com- 
mitment, particularly im highly sen- 
sitive cases such as those termed 
“political.” | 

Because of the nature of this case 
the prosecution has taken the step of 
seeking an appeal against conviction 
and sentence. 


Detention System Hit 


[Editorial: "Van As Case"] 


[Text ] 


THE CASE of Sergeant Jan van As, a security 
policeman, is particularly shocking. 

He shot a defenceless detainee, Mr Paris Mal- 
atsi, whom he had been interrogating. 

The State claimed it was murder. 

The court found it was culpable homicide. 

The judge said the sergeant had known he was 
acting unlawfully when he took out his pistol, 
made Mr Malatsi kneel before him, held the 
gun to his head, and took off the safety catch. 

The State had failed to prove beyond a reason- 
able doubt that Mr Malatsi had not struggled 
to get out of this helpless position, so the 
possibility of the gun going off accidentally 
could not be ruled out. 

Van As was sentenced to 10 years’ imprison- 
ment. 

The State is considering appealing against the 
culpable homicide verdict and pressing for a 
murder conviction. 

Whether it does or does not do so, the fact 
remains that Van As killed a detainee during 
interrogation. 

And this after there have been so many cases 
of detainees dying while in detention; after 
sO many outcries about the fact that safe- 
guards that supposedly protect detainees 
from their interrogators are not adequate 
enough; after so much adverse publicity, 
both here and abroad, about the whole sys- 
tem of detention without trial. 

Van As is said not to have been briefed on the 
latest directives concerning detainees; if so, 
this is a sad reflection on those who were 
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supposed to see that everyone involved with 
detainees knew about them. 

He was also at fault, it seems, in carrying a 
firearm in the interrogation room and in con- 
ducting the interrogation without another 
policeman being present. 

In any event, a detainee died, in deplorable 
circumstances, because a security policeman, 
who the judge said was in a position of trust, 
“seriously abused the power he had” and 
acted unlawfully. 

The Citizen has always respected and support- 
ed the security forces, including the Security 
Police, who have to fight a round-the-clock 
battle in difficult circumstances. 

But we have never accepted the system of de- 
tention without trial as being a method by 
which the battle should be fought. 

We believe, as we have always believed, that 
men are not guilty until they are proven 
guilty in a court of law; that all suspects, 
whether in ordinary criminal cases or cases of 
subversion or terrorism, are entitled to have 
recourse to, and the protection of, the 
courts. 

But even if the Government is not prepared to 
abandon the system — and it has refused to 
do so no matter what criticism there is —then 
the safeguards should be watertight. 

And they can only be if detainees are able to 
see lawyers, or private doctors, or their fami- 
lies, or have access to the courts, and if there 
are regulations on how interrogations should 
be conducted. 
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Now the whole sorry business is revived with 
the Malatsi case. 

Biko. . . Aggett. . . Malatsi. 

They and others are elevated to the status of 
martyrs — victims of a system that is ab- 
horred by all who believe in the normal func- 
tioning of our judicial system. 

The simple truth is that detention without tri- 
al, by departing from the rule of law, is 
wrong, but if it continues to operate then 
“abuse of power,” “‘unlawful acts,” physical 
or mental harm, actual or potential, as well 
as deaths of detainees must be prevented at 
all costs. 

The Government has on several occasions 
amended the regulations under which people 
are detained, the last time after the Rabie 
commission on security legislation recom- 
mended changes. 

From the Van As and other recent cases, it 
appears that the regulations are still inad- 
equate. 

Since we cannot afford to have any more 
deaths in detention, or accusations of torture 
and other forms of ill-treatment, the loop- 
holes must be closed. ' 


46 











EX-DETAINEE SUES SECURITY POLICE 'TO EXPOSE SYSTEM’ 
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[Article by Stephane Bothma] 


{Text ] 


FORMER president of — 


the National Union of 
South African students 
and an ex-detainee, Mr 
Auret van Heerden. 
who is _ claiming 
R113 000 damages 
from ten _ security 
policemen for alleg- 
edly torturing him, 
told the Pretoria Su- 
preme Couit yesterday 
that he brought the ac- 
tion partly to bring 
abuses by the Security 
Police to public notice 
and to “expose the sys- 
tem”’. 


Mr Van Heerden, of 
Kensington, Johannes- 
burg, also told the court 
that the laws in the coun- 
try gave the Security 
Police unchecked powers 
over people in their custo- 


According to Mr Van 
Heerden, he was also en- 
titled to damages after he 
had allegedly been brutal- 
ly assaulted by members 
of the Security Police 
while in custody in Beno- 
ni between September 24, 
1981 and July 9, 1982. 


Hid away 
The Supreme Court 
was also told that, in De- 
cember 1982, after Mr 
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Van Heerden’s release, 
he had learned that the 
Security Police were look- 
ing for him to give testi- 
mony in the high treason 
trial of the Reverend Ce- 
dric Mason. 

“I then made sure that 
they could not find me be- 
cause I made a statement 
involving the Rev Mason 
under torture while being 
detained,” Mr Van Heer- 
den said. 

After Mr Van Heerden 

i , Mr Mason 
had fled the country and 
did not stand trial. 


In earlier evidence be- 
fore Mr Justice C F Eloff, 
Mr Van Heerden stated 
he had been uncertain 
about the section and 
laws he had been de- 
tained under and that he 
had not been formally 
told by the police the 
reasons for his detention. 


Mr Van Heerden ad- 
mitted yesterday that he 
had made a statement 
shortly after his arrest 
which had stated that. he 
had been aware that he 
was being detained under 
Section 6 of the Internal 
Security Act. 


Cross-examined by Mr 
H Z Slomowitz, SC, for 
the defendants, Mr Van 
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Heerden said he had testi- 
fied in the way he had 
about the uncertainty of 
his detention to explain to 
the court the uncertainty 
of political detainees. 


Smear 
Mr Slomowitz asked if 
the real reason for his tes- 
timony had been part of a 
deliberate campaign he 
(Van Heerden) had put 


up “‘to smear and possibly 
destroy the Security 
Police.” 


Mr Van Heerden de- 
nied this. 

Mr Van Heerden, who 
had also testified earlier 
that he had to stand for 
long periods during ques- 
tioning while being de- 
tained in Pretoria, said 
under cross-examination 
that he had the opportu- 
nity to sit down when he 
had been asked by the Se- 
curity Police to write a 
statement. 


“Gestapo” 

Mr Van Heerden told 
the court that the meth- 
ods of interrogation used 
by the Security Police, 
had “direct similarities 
with the methods used by 
the Gestapo.” 

The morning after he 
had been so badly as- 
saulted and tortured by 
the Security Police, he 
had been visited in his cell 
by Colonel Combrink, 
the officer commanding 
the Benoni police station. 

Mr Van Heerden said 
that his injuries — a black 
eye, a wound on his nose, 
bumps on his head and 
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the manner in which he 

walked — could still be 

clearly seen when the col- 
onel visited his cell. 
Charade 

Mr Slomowitz asked 

why he had not reported 

his assaults to the colonel. 

Mr Van Heerden 
answered that he had 
been too frightened of the 
Security Police. 

He also alleged that the 
colonel had been “‘part of 
the conspiracy”’. 

On the morning of the 
colonel’s visit, he said 
both (Van Heerden and 
Col Combrink) had been 
“playing charade’ and 
“had participated in a 
cover-up”. 

Mr Van Heerden ex- 
plained that the colonel 
had seen his injuries, but 
had not reported nor 
mentioned them and he 
(Van Heerden) had not 
mentioned them to him. 

According to Mr Van 
Heerden, he had also 
been visited by the Chief 
Magistrate of Benoni, Mr 
De Meyer, now Chief 
Magistrate of Johannes- 
burg, who had also not re- 
ported or made notes of 
Mr Van Heerden’s inju- 
ries. 

Mr Van Heerden is 
claiming damages from 
Majors Arthur Cron- 
wright, Stephannes 
Abrie, Johannes Visser, 
and P P Olivier, Warrant 
Officer Lawrence Prince, 
Lieutenant Hendrik Pi- 
tout, Lt P Botes, W O 
Fourie, Captain Andries 
Struwig and Lt Johan Van 
Aswegen. 

The trial continues. 





WORK OF MEDIA COUNCIL DESCRIBED 
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[Text ] 


CAPE TOWN. — Mr Justice Louis van 
Winsen, chairman of the SA Media 
Council, disclosed yesterday that since 
its inauguration last November, the 
council had received 22 complaints con- 
cerning the media — and that nearly all 
of these complaints had been, or were 
being dealt with through conciliation. 


Two of the complaints, which he did 
not specify, concerned the SABC and 
would be dealt with by the Media Coun- 
cil, which was not bound by the fact that 
the SABC had not submitted itself to the 
council’s jurisdiction. 

Mr Justice Van Winsen was speaking 
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at a lunch meeting of the Cape Town 
Press Club, which was also attended by 
the conciliator and registrar to the 
Media Council, Mr Bob Steyn, to whom 
all complaints are initially referred. 


Mr Justice Van Winsen paid tribute to 
Mr Steyn whose task of conciliation, he 
said, was “a difficult and complicated 
process requiring a great deal of nego- 
tiating skill — a process which is the very 
essence of the function of the Media 
Council.” 


The post of conciliator, he explained, 
was one of the respects in which the 
Media Council, with its wider scope and 


in the interests of media freedom in 
South Africa. 

About 95 percent of all complaints 
that had come before the SA Press 
Council, he said, had been settled by the 
conciliation process — ‘‘and I think you 
can take it that much the same pattern 
will evolve so far as the Media Council is 
concerned,”’ he said. 

Penalties the SA Media Council may 
impose on members of the Newspaper 
Press Union and other media consenting 
to the council’s jurisdiction, range from 
a reprimand to a fine of R10 000, and 
include the power to direct publication 
of suitable corrections. — Sapa. 
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simplified, ‘“‘people’s court” procedures, 
differed from its. predecessor the SA 
Press Council. 


The Media Council, he said, should 
not be seen as an “eager bloodhound, 
poised to pounce on journalists and put 
them in their place, but rather as a part- 
ner of the Press, with the common aim 
of maintaining standards. 


Apart from its function of resolving 
issues arising from alleged contraven- 
tions of the Press Code of Conduct, the 
council was also empowered to investi- 
gate and to act on complaints concerning 
the free flow of news and information — 














NEW AFRIKANER CULTURAL ORGANIZATION PLANNED 
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{Text ] 


Three Hundred Register as Founder Members 


The leader of the Con- 
servative Party (CP), Dr 
A P Treunnicht, last night 

iressed enthusiasm for 

ew Afrikaner cultural 

« anisation which is ex- 

pected to be formed on 
Friday, May 4. 

}' dreds of influential 

ing Afrikaners 

' to the Pretoria 

he of Professor Carl 

Bo: ‘ — the former 

Broce -rbond chief — on 

Satur.ay for the first 

meeting of the organisa- 

tion. 

Although the organisa- 
tion to be is being called 
the “‘New Broederbond”’ 
both Prof Boshoff and Dr 
Treunnicht have denied 


THE former chairman of 
the Broederbond, Profes- 
sor Carel Boshoff, was 
not available for com- 
ment yesterday on allega- 
tions that his new Afnka- 
ner cultural organisation 
would only be open to 
Rightwingers. 

English and Afrikaans 
Sunday mewspapers re- 
ported that only Right- 
wing Afrikaners attended 
the preliminary meeting 
of the organisation in Pre- 
toria on Saturday. 

Boshoff said on Satur- 
day that the aim of the 
new organisation was to 
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emphatically that it will 
be anything like the Broe- 
derbond. 

In an interview last 
night, Dr Treunnicht said 
the aim of the organisa- 
tion would be to serve 
and stimulate the cultural 
life of the Afrikaner, and 
that membership would 
be open to Afrikaner fa- 
milies . 

“The spadework has 
now been done, and it 
seems that the organisa- 
tion will be ready for in- 
auguration on May 4,” he 
said. 

People from ‘‘different 
regions” were invited to 
Saturday’s meeting, he 
said, and far more arrived 
than were expected. 


promote Afrikaner 
awareness and to work 
for the future of the 
White culture and society 
in Africa. 

More than 300 people 
attended the meeting. It 
was decided that a found- 
ing meeting of the new or- 
ganisation should be held 
in May this year — in the 
Skilpad Hall in Pretoria 
where the Conservative 
Party saw its first light in 
1980. 


Everyone’ who _at- 
tended Saturday’s meet- 
ing was required to pay a 
membership fee of R100. 
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They were registered as 
founder members. 


Like the founding of 
the Broederbond, a cul- 
tural organisation which 
has advanced the cause of 
the Afrikaner tremen- 
dously since its founding 
in 1917. Saturday's meet- 
ing was attended only by 
people opposed to the 
Government of the day. 

Among those present 
were the leader of the 
Conservative Party, Dr 
Andries Treurnicht, the 
leader of the HNP, Mr 
Jaap Marais the leader of 
the AWB, Mr Eugene 
TerreBlanche and Mr H J 
Klopper, a former Speak- 


er in Parliament and 
founder member of the 
Broederbond. 

Apart from the more 
well-known members of 
the Rightwing Afrikaner 
community, several Afri- 
kaner academics, theo- 
logians and_ politicians 
were in attendance. 


Tables were set out on 
the lawn of Prof. Bo- 
shoofs house in Pretoria 
for delegates from all four 
provinces. There was also 
a table for South West 
African delegates. 

Several University of 
Pretoria students, dressed 
in their University blaz- 
ers, were also present. 
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ANGLOVAAL PLANS NEW COALMINE PRODUCTION 

Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL BUSINESS DAY in English 14 Feb 84 p 20 
[Article by Brendan Ryan] 

[Text] For unknown reasons, Anglovaal refused 


. , ' yesterday to disclose the amount of the 
ANGLOVAAL has rationalised its cash payment it had made to Grinaker for 
group coal interests in order to set the transferred coal assets. 


up a mine producing 1,5-million A spokesman said this information 

sales tons a year towards the end of should come from Grinaker. But no Grin- 

the decade aker executive able to provide the infor- 
am mation could be reached. 

Grinaker Holdings’ coal interests have Grinaker Holdings, through its subsid- 


been transferred and placed under direct , Grinaker Desert Spar, holds rights to 
control of Anglovaal and its coal invest- poe deposits in northern Natal as a as 
ment partners, Anglo-Alpha and Middle Phase 3 and Phase 4A export quotas. 
Witwatersrand. Two deposits, near Dundee, are being 
Grinaker is controlled by Anglovaal mined and the coal and anthracite from 
through Anglo Transvaal Industries’ sub- them exported through Durban under the 
sidiary, Avgrin Holdings. company’s Phase 3 export permit for 


500 000 tons a year for 30 years. 

Grinaker’s provisional Phase 4A coal ex. 
ort allocation is for another 500 000 tons 2 
year. 

Anglovaal has a Phase 4A provisional! 
allocation of one-million tons a year, whict 
it could meet from its reserves in the 
Bethal area or from the farm, Mooifontein 
in the Carolina/Breyten area. 

Once it gets the go-ahead for this Phase 
4A allocation, Anglovaal intends combin 
ing Grinaker’s Phase 3, 500 000-ton alloca 
tion, with its own Phase 4A allocation an 
setting up a mine in the Bethal area t 
produce 1,5-million sales tons a year t 
meet both quotas. 
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DETERIORATION OF AGRICULTURE FEARED 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 23 Feb 84 p 10 


[Text] for grain crop losses in the 
REPRESENTATIVES country’s vital western 
of organised agriculture grain growing regions, 
said yesterday it could no show losses totalling more 
longer keep pace with the than R615-million. 
deterioration in agricul- And this, Mr Willemse 
ture. pointed out, does not in- 
Agricultural econo- clude the fact that it will 
mists in Pretoria said: result in extra production 
“Agriculture is snowbal- credit costs of about 
ling daily towards disaster R450-million. 
— and we can no longer , ; 
keep pace with the [Im a wide ranging re- 
losses.” view of the situation fac- 
A senior economist of ing the country’s 70 000- 
the South African Agri- Plus farmers, Mr Wil- 
cultural Union, Mr Jo- lemse said that while the 
hann Willemse, told The gricultural situation as a 
Citizen: “It is clear that Whole was not good vast 
another devastating reas of the summer rain 
drought year is devel- Zones were facing actual 
oping — and all pointers disaster. 
are that we can forget The “unheard of” ram- 
about any improvement  jfications of last year’s 
in the overall national drought had not hit the 
economy as well. agricultural sector alone 
“To put it mildly, pro- — but had hammered 
spects for agriculture this many other sectors 
year are again very far 
from _ being rose- Hard facts, said Mr 
coloured.” Willemse, were that: The 
The national agricul- total gross income from 
tural debt is heading for farming had shown a 
the R7000-million mark massive drop of R127,5- 
— at a time when the million last year to 
“real” income of farmers R7 132,8-million and the 
has reached an all time nett income had dropped 
iow ebb. in the past three years by 
According to Mr Wil- Ri 487,5-million — in 
lemse, estimates of crop 1983 a drop of R837-mil- 
and production losses are lion, or 41,4 percent, 
climbing steadily — and from R2021,5 to 
the latest available figure R1 184,5-million. 
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DROUGHT, FLOOD ASSISTANCE TO KWAZULU DETAILED 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 23 Feb 84 p 12 
{Article by Tim Clarke] 


[Excerpts] DURBAN.--The chairman of the Red Cross in Natal, Mrs Inka Mars, 
said at a cheque handing-over ceremony in Durban yesterday that about $2,5- 
million would be needed in the next four years to provide assistance to 
hundreds of thousands of inhabitants of KwaZulu and Northern Zululand who 
have been affected by the droughts and floods. 


Mrs Mars received R100 000 from Unilever (South Africa). 


Mrs Mars said that there was a great need for the people of South Africa to 
contribute towards the well-being of people in KwaZulu and Northern Zululand 
who have been devastated by both drought and floods. 


"We have been supporting the same communities over the past four years of 
drought and were intending to support them until the end of the year, but 
now to compound problems they have been hit by floods as well." 


Red Cross has liaised with a Flood Relief Coordinating Committee in Nlundi 
and there is a conservative estimated 500 000 people who will need aid over 
the next year. 


So far the organisation has supplied 75 tons of mealie meal, two tons of 
milk powder, 2 250 blankets, soup powder, seed, paraffin and candles. 


Mrs Mars said: "Over the past ten days we have committed ourselves to R200 000 
and the donation of $100 000 we received yesterday is already spent. 


National manager of Operation Hunger, Mrs Ina Perlman, said: ‘The situation 
is absolutely critical. We have only enough funds for supplies for the next 
month and then I don't know. 


Operation Hunger has been feeding 620 000 people in all ravaged areas but it 
was hoped that by the end of March the numbers would be cut back to 370 000. 


Fifth thousand rand of the organisation's funds had to be sent to Natal be- 
cause of the floods. World Vision, an international Christian aid organisa- 
tion, has approved a $182 000 aid plan for victims of recent flooding in the 
northern Kwazulu and Swaziland areas that have been hit. 
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SOIL EROSION CONSIDERED FARMERS' MOST SERIOUS PROBLEM 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 20 Feb 84 p 12 


[Text ] 


SOIL erosion has been 
identified as the single 
most serious problem 
facing South Africa’s 
farming communities 
today. 

According to the head 
of the Institute of Natural 
Resources at the Univer- 
sity of Natal, Professor 
John Hanks, the scars of 
soil erosion would remain 
for many generations to 
come. 


He said on a radio pro- 
gramme the prevention of 
soil erosion would require 
extensive and careful di- 
rection, the organisation 
to build key structures 
and the modification of 
existing land-use practices 
to reduce over-grazing. 

Soil loss from the com- 
mercial and subsistence 
sectors of agriculture was 
undoubtedly a serous 
problem. 

Prof Hanks said the 
country could ill-afford 
the loss of 200-million 
tons of soil from Natal 
and KwaZulu alone each 
year. 

The silting up of dams 
from erosion placed a fur- 
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ther burden on water re- 
sources, the Public Re- 
lations Officer for the de- 
partment of environment 
affairs, Mr Anton Steyn, 
said. 

If the process could not 
be halted, the country 
would not be able to pro- 
vide water for a projected 
population of 80-million 
people by the year 2020. 

All economically viable 
dam sites had already 
been developed, he said. 

Appearing in the same 
programme, the director 
of the Veld Trust, Mr 
Jean du Preez, said infla- 
tion aid production costs 
often prevented farmers 
from implementing soi 
conservation projects. 

Farmers would not wil- 
fully harm their land, but 
their financial plight often 
inhibited expensive con- 
servation projects. 

Mr du Preez advocated 
the use of a small percent- 
age of General Sales Tax 
for conservation projects 
which involved every citi- 
zen in conservation work. 

He stressed the need to 
educate the community 
about conservation. 

_ Only if education did 
not achieve the desired 
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changes should preventa- 
tive legislation follow, he 
said. 

The deputy director of 
the Division of Soil Con- 
servation of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, Mr 
Chris Theron, said the 
drought had _ increased 
South Affica’s depen- 
dence on its natural agri- 
cultural resources. He 
emphasised the vulner- 
ability of those resources. 

He said the Act on con- 
servation of agricultural 
resources passed by Par- 
liament last year would 
offer a more positive ap- 
proach to soil conserva- 
tion than the present Soil 
Conservation Act. 

It would help to con- 
serve natural agricultural 
resources, maintain pro- 
duction potential, and 
combat erosion and the 
weakening of water re- 
sources. 

Mr Du Preez, said the 
community should co-op- 
erate in planning and im- 
plementing an agricul- 
tural policy that rendered 
dividends and was accept- 
able to the farming com- 
muntity. — Sapa. 
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CAHORA BASSA POWER SUPPLIED TO SA REPORTED 


Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL BUSINESS DAY in English 14 Feb 84 p 4 


[Article by Simon Willson] 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


CAHORA BASSA power supplies last 
year were the best since 1981 despite 
continual transmission interruptions 
from the Northern Mozambique hy- 


droelectric scheme. 

Central Statistical Services’ figures show 
foreigu _ purchases by the Electricity 
Supply Commission (Escom) rose by more 
than 130% last year against 1982. 

Nearly all the electricity bought outside the 
country comes from: the Cahora Bassa so last 
year’s imported power figure is a substantial 
improvement in supplies from the project. 

tistics dlso show the scope for improve- 
ment and greater efficiency in the link with 
Cahora Bassa. The project’s wasted potential 
was instrumental in bringing government of- 
ficials from Pretoria and Maputo to the con- 
ference table last month to discuss greater co- 
operation between South Africa and 
Mozambique. 


Escom bought a total of 5041 gigawatt/ 
hours (a gigawatt is 1bn watts) of electricity 
last year-from neighbouring countries. 

The bulk came from: he R435m Zambezi 
River hydroelectric dam which is connected 
to Irene, near Pretoria, by a 1 400km power 
line that has been frequently sabotaged during 
Mozambique’s post-independence guerrilla 
war. 

One of the four working groups set up dur- 
ing the Pretoria-Maputo talks dealt specifi- 
cally with restoring the dam's operations to 
— Escom was represented at a high 
evel. 

The 5 000 GW/h supply from the dam last 
year is a significant improvement on the sup- 
ply of the two preceding years. In 1982 the feed 
dropped to 2111 GW/h — its lowest point 
since South Africa officially contracted as a 
customer of the dam’s power. 

No power was received at all for the first 
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four months of 1982 and the feed was cut for a 
total of six months during the year. 

Although the 1983 total is more than double 
that of the previous year, no power at all was 
availabi. for three months last year, and the 
supply has been completely cut since October. 
In 1979, before the line was sabotaged, total 
imported power was more than twice last 
‘year’s level. 

Escom has given no indication of whether 
any progress was made in the talks with 
Mozambique, saying information on the rap- 
prochement between the two governments 
can be released only by the Department of 
Foreign Affairs. 

In public statements Escom has said Ca- 
hora Bassa’s maximum contribution to the SA 
grid would represent only 8%-9% of national 
power demand at peak load and that this 
percentage would diminish as domestic gen- 
erating capacity increased. 

The dam’s power is relatively cheap, a fac- 
tor that will’ loom larger this year since 


_Escom has committed itself to~a tariff in- 


crease of only 6% while_the inflation rate 
remains in double figures. | , 
Also, shelved plans show that the dam’s 
wer output can be expanded for a much 
ower cost than a comparable increase in 
output from a thermal power station. 
hese incentives for the SA negotiators, 
combined with the R45m-R50m a year the 
Mozambique Government stands to make 


_from a fully-operational power supply scheme 


to SA, should provide sufficient impetus to 
make the talks a success. 

Talks on Cahora Bassa resume toaay in 
Lisbon where a South African delegation, led 
by the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr 
Louis Nel, will meet government representa- 
tives of Mozambique and Portugal. 

Escom’s total power generation during 1983 
rose 0,5% from the previous year to 109 250 
GW/h, the official statistics show. 








ST LUCIA RESERVE EXTENDED TO CONSERVE REEFS 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 23 Feb 84 P 


[Text ] 


DURBAN. — The sea- 
ward extension of the 
boundaries of St Lucia 
marine reserve will be ex- 
tended to enable the Na- 
tal Parks Board to en- 
force the regulations in 
the area. 

This was disclosed in a 
statement by the Natal 
Parks Board director, Mr 
John Geddes-Page, who 
was reacting to comments 
by fishermen that they 
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were being prevented 
from taking reef and bot- 
tom fish. 

In terms of legislation 
to be promulgated soon, 
and announced recently 
by the Deputy Minister of 
Enviroment Affairs, Mr 
John Wiley, the boundary 
of the marine reserve will 
be three nautical miles, 
about five kms from the 
shore. 

“This was simply a cleri 
cal error,” said Mr Page. 
“It was the original inten- 
tion that it should be 
three nautical miles wide. 
It means that all reefs 
would now be within the 
marine reserve, which ex- 
tends along the coast for 
one km south of Cape Vi- 
dal to 11 kms north of 
Sodwana Bay. 

“The regulations pro- 
hibit the catching of reef 
species anywhere in the 
reserve. This does not, of 
course, prohibit anyone 
from fishing elsewhere 
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along the coast and bring- 
ing them ashore at other 
points. 

However, anyone 
bringing reef fish ashore 
at Sodwana Bay or Cape 
Vidal without the necess- 
ary permit, will be dealt 
with according to the 
legislation. 

“The Deputy Minister 
has expressed his deter- 
mination that efforts at 
conserving the reefs off 
the Zululand coast, to- 
gether with the fish that 
inhabit them, be success- 
ful, and my staff will be 
ensuring that they are,” 
Mr Page added. 
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RELEASED JOURNALIST DESCRIBES IMPRISONMENT, SCORES SYSTEM 


Johannesburg THE STAR in English 10 Feb 84 p 6 


[Article by Joe Thlole: 


[Text ] 


It is a little painful, but oh, the re- 


lief of getting the gag yanked off 
my face. Relief and a flood of 
thoughts: backwards, forwards, a 
jumble, forwards, backwards, a 
whirl... ; 

The night of January 27-28, 1981. 
There is a violent knock at the door 
of my home in Pimville. It must be 
the security police. I know. These 
knocks have punctuated my life since 
I was a teenager. What is it this 
time? 

They were delivering a banning 
order — the’ sticking plaster that 
was to seal my lips for 36 months. 

Somewhere, some faceless people 
had held a trial in which I was ac- 
cused, in my absence, and they had 
found me guilty and the two white 
young men in my living room were 
delivering a copy of the judgment. 

I had been found guilty of “engag- 
ing in activities that endanger the 
maintenance of law and order.” 

Did THEY know what they were 
doing when they robbed me of my 
voice? Did they know the effect it 
would have on me, the damned frus- 
tration? 

Silence in court. If you will not 
respect this court, you will get into 
serious trouble already. Silence. 
What for? An eternity of questions. 

The frequent knocks. At night. 
Weekends. Weekdays. Who is this 
man? Don’t you know you are not 
supposed to get visitors? He has 
come to visit my wife and children, 
not me. We came to see if you are 
still okay. Where is your friend Phil? 
When last did you see him. ... 
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More than a year later, the night 
of June 23-24. That knock again, 
dammit. This time all my doors and 
windows are rapped. I open one door 
and before I know what is happening 
there is a crowd streaming in 
through both the front and back 
doors. 

They take me away and this time 
they take me to court. They believe 
they have, at last, found evidence to 
convict me in court on four charges 
of terrorism, alternatively of further- 
ing the aims of a banned organi- 
sation, the Pan Africanist Congress, 
and of possession of a firearm and 
ammunition without a licence. 

But I have to wait in solitary con- 
finement for five months before I 
am brought to court. 

In the end I am found guilty of 
furthering the aims of the PAC by 
collecting literature published by 
them. The literature [ was supposed 
to have collected was one booklet. 
Four of us are found guilty: Supho 
Mzolo and Nhianganiso Sibanda are 
sent to jail for three years, Sipho 
Ngcobo and I for two and a half 
years. 

Those responsible for putting us 
in court claim to believe certain 
things: ' 

@ That justice must be seen to be 
done. 

@ That a man is innocent until he 
is proved guilty in a court of law. 

@ That a man cannot be punished 
by the law until he has been proved 
guilty. 

The 36 months that have gone by 
have been, for me, a mockery of 
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"The Gag Is Off, But Still I Am Not Free"] 
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these beliefs. They also mocked gen- 
erations of their ancestors who 
fought for a simple principle, that 
no man is obliged to obey a law he 
did not make. 

On a technicality | am now free. 
The Appeal Court found that the law 
under which [ was convicted had not 
yet become law when I was supposed 
to have committed the “crime.” 

I have had a steady stream of 
journalists coming to see me since I 
was released on Friday, January 13 
— irony — and they have all asked 
one question: How were you treat- 
ed? 

How do you answer a question 
that should not have been asked in 
the first place” 

It is as incredible as asking my 
two children how they felt when they 
woke and found that their father was 
gone, for reasons they still cannot un- 
derstand; as ridiculous as asking my 
wife how she felt without her hus- 
band, or how my parents felt with 
their son behind bars. 

A legitimate question will be about 
the hundreds of friends here and 
abroad who expressed their sym- 
pathy, who supported my family, and 
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the Argus Company which kept me 
on the payroll throughout the ordeal. 

To these I say thank you. If I 
were to write a book, it would not 
express my gratitude, so the two 
words is all. 

Back to the pain of tearing the 
gag away. It might be off from me, 
but I cannot forget the Mathata 
Tsedus, out there, frustrated by their 
gags, dying to make their contribu- 
tion to our society. 

I cannot forget the wealth of tal- 
ent that is rotting away on Robben 
Island and other jails when they 
should be productively employed out 
here helping us transform our pres- 
ent society to one that is free of 
oppression and exploitation. 

I feel the pain of tearing the gag 
away when I realise that fate is play- 
ing a Sadistic trick on me: I am 
stil! not free — THEY have merely 
lengthened the chain, not removed 
it. THEY can pull it in again any 
time-they feel like doing it. 

And the future? I will continue in 
the role I have dedicated myself to: 
showing up and fighting injustice and 
exploitation wherever I see them. 
Victims have no other choice. 
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ELEVEN IN CAPE COURT FACE TREASON CHARGES 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 23 Feb 84 p 10 


[Text ] 


GRAHAMSTOWN. —A 
treason trial involving 11 
accused and charges of 
five bombings, a murder, 
the injury of seven people 
and damage amounting to 
more than R191 000, 
opened in the Grahams- 
town Supreme Court yes- 
terday. 

All accused pleaded 
not guilty. 

The accused are Mr 
Rufus Nato Nzo (24), Mr 
Douglas Mnyisile Tyutyu 
(48), Mr Sipho Fielden 
Hina (44), Mr James Nq- 
gondela (54), Mi Mzayi- 
fani William Khame (57), 
Mr Mzimkulu Temi Ka- 
meh (22), Mr Sipho Nod- 
lewu (35), Mi Vukile 
Tshiwula (43), Mr Lindile 
Patrick Mbelekana (27), 
Mr Wellington Vukele 
Gumenge (29) and Mr 
Ncepa Christopher Eaku 
(27). 

The main charge in- 


volves conspiring with 
each other and other par- 
ties to further the aims of 
the alliance between the 
banned South African 
Communist Party and 
the African’ National 
Congress. 

Other charges are the 
joint or individual com- 
mitting or attempting to 
commit certain acts in- 
cluding: 

@ The unlawful import- 
ation of arms into South 
Africa; 

@ The unlawful introduc- 
tion of banned Marxist, 
Communist or ANC liter- 
ature; 

@ The unlawful import- 
ation and utilisation of 
funds amounting to 
R4 500 from Lesotho; 

@ The recruitment and 
training for sabotage and 
subversion of people for 
the ANC; 

@ The formation of ANC 


cells and recruitment of 
people for the cells; 

@ The accommodation 
of such people; 

@ The organisation of 
arms and _ explosives 
caches; 

@ Liaison and communi- 
cation with ANC hier- 
archy in Lesotho; and 

® The commission of 
various acts. 

These acts included the 
preparing, placing and 
triggering of an explosive 
device at the Constantia 
Centre, Port Elizabeth, 
on August 8, 1981, and 
again on May 29, 1982; at 
the new law courts, Port 
Elizabeth, on July 28, 
1982; at the offices of the 
East Cape Administrat- 
ion Board, New Bright- 
on, on January 26, 1983 
and on the railway line 
between Port Elizabeth 
and Uitenhage on April 
6, 1983. 


A Black man, Mr Pe- 
tros Bokala, allegedly 
died as a result of the rail- 
way bomb. 

The murder charge 
covers the killing of Mrs 
Nkosi Tshiwula, wfto died 
from injuries inflicted by 
machinegun fire and a 
handgrenade explosion at 
Kwazakele on May 8. 

The alternative counts 
arise out of the substance 
of the main charge. They 
include sabotage resulting 
in damage worth about 
R191 000. 

Seven people were in- 
jured as a result of the al- 
leged acts of sabotage. 

After the charges had 
been put to the accused 
and they had pleaded not 
guilty, the defence sub- 
mitted written statements 
of admissions made by 
the accused and declined 
to give further details of 
defence. — Sapa. 
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SACC-CHURCH TRUST UNIMPAIRED, SAYS RUSSELL 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 17 Feb 84 p 5 


[Text } 


CSO: 


CAPE TOWN. — The 
Archbishop of Cape 
Town said yesterday he 
did not believe anything 
could destroy or impair 
the relationship of trust 
and support between the 
Church of the Province of 
South Africa and the 


South African Council of 


Churches. 

Commenting on some 
of the points raised by the 
Eloff Commission, the 
Right Rev Phillip Russell, 
said that to be a Christian 
meant to be concerned 
about one’s neighbour. 

“A White Christian 
must be deeply concerned 
about the hurt inflicted on 
his Black brother in 
Christ by the resettlement 
schemes, by the 
Areas Act, by the pass 
laws, by inferior educa- 
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the SACC,” would con- 
tinue to endeavour to live 
out the full Christian 
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and the Labour Party is 
sure the money was used 
for the benefit of the 
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BRIEFS 


SUGAR ESTIMATE DOWN--THE South African 1983/84 sugar crop, which has been bad- 
ly hit by drought, is estimated at about 1.38-million ton compared with last 
month's estimate of 1.39-million, Sugar Association general tianager Peter 

Sale said. Recent flooding in Natal province caused by cyclone Domoina 
destroyed about 700,000 tonnes of cane, the equivalent of some 70,000 tonnes 
of sugar, at Pongola and Umfolozi. But the benefit of the rest of the indus- 
try from the rain would at least offset that," said Mr Sale. South Africa's 
1984/85 crop is tentatively estimated at 2-million tons. [Text] [Johannes- 
burg THE CITIZEN in English 17 Feb 84 p 21] 


DAM LEVELS DROPPING--THE average content of the most important dams in the 
country is at present 56 percent, which is ten per cent more than the figure 
this time last year. The average content of dams in Natal has dropped by 

more than 1l per cent over the past week--chiefly because of the marked drop 
in the content of the Pongolapoort Dam. Last week, the dam was 85 per cent 
full, but tie figure is now 64 per cent after the opening of the sluices. 

The Albert Falls, Midmar and Chelmsford dams have all received additional 
water. The level of most other dams in the summer rainfall region with the 
exception of those in the Eastern Transvaal--have dropped significantly during 
the past week. On the Vall River, the Douglas Dam is empty after being seven 
per cent full last week. The Erfenis Dam is 31 per cent full and the Spitskop 
Dam six per cent. The figure for the Vaal Dam, however, has remained constant 
at 54 per cent. The levels of Free State dams have also dropped during the 
past week, while dams in the Eastern and Western Cape are 48 per cent full on 
average. The content of the Hendrik Verwoerd Dam has remained constant at 73 
per cent.--Sapa. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 17 Feb 84 p 10] 


GRIQUAS RIFT ENDED--PLETTENBERG BAY.--A 15-year rift in the 130 000-strong 
Griqua community of South Africa was healed in unity talks at Kranshoek 
near Plettenberg Bay at the weekend. The opposing factions led by brothers, 
Mr Eric le Fleur who is chairman of the Peoples Congress Party and Mr A.S 

le Fleur who is a member of the President's Council, have decided to form a 
coalition. Mr Eric le Fleur said yesterday the main aim of the coalition 
would be to work out a future for the community especially in view of the 
President Council's report that the Griquas must be politically integrated 
with the coloured community.--Sapa. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in 
English 20 Feb 84 p 9] 
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CISKEI SPINNING MILL--A EUROPEAN group has signed an agreement with the Ciskei 
People's Development Bank to establish a multimillion rand worsted spinning 
mill ontside Mdantsane in the Republic of Ciskei. When announcing this in- 
vestment, President Sebe said the establishment of this spinning mill is ex- 
pected to lead to the establishment of further linked industries in Ciskei. 
The first phase of this development will provide employment for more than 320 
Ciskeians. Products will be aimed both at the local and overseas markets. 

The managing director of the Ciskei People's Development Bank, Mr F S Meisen- 
holl, said this contact serves as confirmation of the confidence existing 
amongst investors all over the world in the potential of Ciskei, and described 
this latest acquisition as a "European group of very high repute." "With the 
Peoples Bank currently engaged in negotiating quite a number of significant 
industrial project, this promises to be a very good year for the economic de- 
velopment of our young country", said Mr Meisenholl. [Text] [Johannesburg 
THE CITIZEN in English 17 Feb 84 p 21] 


INTIMIDATION OF 'LIBERALS'--POLICE yesterday confirmed 33 cases of malicious 
damage to property in Johannesburg suburbs during the past seven months after 
allegations by liberal personalities that they were being intimidated by van- 
dals. In a statement issued in response to Press reports, the police media 
liaison officer for the Witwatersrand, Colonel Fred Bull, said 15 of the al- 
leged offences were reported to the SAP by Mr Raymond Tucker, a lawyer. The 
alleged offences occurred between July last year and January this year, Col 
Bull said. He said all cases were being investigated. At least one person 
was reported to have received a death threat from a group calling itself 
"Omega". Most of the attacks have taken the form of bricks thrown through 
windows, or small stones being shot with a catapult through windows during the 
night. Car windows have also been smashed, tyres slashed and paint remover 
thrown over the bodies of cars, causing extensive damage. Mr Tucker yester- 
day refused to comment on reports that his clients believed "a dirty trick" 
squad had begun a co-ordinated reign of terror against academices, political 
activists and lawyers involved in political cases. 'I merely acted profes- 
sionally," he said. The victims also reported obscene telephone calls and 
deliveries of huge amounts of goods that had not been ordered. [Text] 
[Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 24 Feb 84 p 3] 


WATER SUPPLIES RUN OUT--KIMBERLEY.--Irrigation farmers in Douglas are facing 
the end of their water supplies, and the water shortage is also being blamed 
for causing an increase in deaths from gastro-enteritis. Farmers in the area 
say the water remaining in canals and the Vaal River is probably not fit for 
human use or irrigation purposes. They say the recent increase in the number 
of deaths from gastro-enteritis among children and infants may be linked .0o 
the water. Farmers also believe the water has a high saline content that is 
killing their crops. An informed source said a recent analysis of the water 
in the irrigation canals had shown it was not suitable for irrigation pur- 
poses. He said the water contained 1 500 parts per million of salts, which 
would kill off crops. A spokesman for the Department of water affairs said, 
however, that the water was fit for human consumption despite the high saline 
content. It must be fit for consumption as the Douglas municipality used it-- 
otherwise everyone in the town would be dying, he said. Mr Duiser Engelbrecht, 
of the Atherston Farmers Union, said if water did not reach irrigation canals 
below the now-empty Douglas Dam or weir within the next week, farmers would 
suffer heavy losses.--Sapa. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 

24 Feb 84 p 12] 


63 














FLOOD DAMAGES--DAMAGE so far estimated at more than $64 million had been 
caused by the re-ent floods in the cane-growing areas of Umfolozi and Pongola 
in northern Natal, the Minister of Industries, Commerce and Tourism, Dr 

Dawie de Villiers, said. In Umfolozi, damage to land, crops and farm im- 
provements was estimated at about R44 million. Damage and losses to the sugar 
mills in the area amounted to about R25 million, Dr De Villiers said in reply 
to a question from Mr Errol Moorcroft (PFP, Albany). In Pongola, cane growers 
had lost about R9,8 million in destroyed land and R10,5 million from damage 

to the tramline system and loss of through-put. [Text] [Johannesburg THE 
CITIZEN in English 23 Feb 84 p 4] 


SECURITY OFFENCES--OF THE 42 people detained and charged last year in terms 

of Section 29(1) of the Internal Security Act, 16 had been found guilty--nine 
of high treason--said the Minister of Law and Order, Mr Louis le Grange. In 

a written reply to a question by Mrs Helen Suzman (PFP, Houghton) Mr le Grange 
said three detainees had been found guilty of terrorism, one of furthering the 
aims of an unlawful organisation and one of murder. Of the 10 people charged 
with illegal possession of firearms, eight had been acquitted. [Text] [Johan- 
nesburg THE CITIZEN in English 24 Feb 84 p 4] 
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ZIMBABWE 


MINISTER REJECTS RF CALL FOR PROBE OF WHITE EXODUS 
Harare THE HERALD in English 16 Feb 84 p 5 


[Text] THE Minister of Justice, Legal and Parliamentary Affairs, Cde Eddison 
Zvobgo, yesterday rejected a call by the Republican Front for the Assembly 

to appoint a Parliamentary select committee to "investigate the unnecessary 
drain of white Zimbabweans" from the country. 


Cde Zvobgo, who is the Leader of the House, described the RF as a group of 
"unrepentant racists who should pack up their bags and go to Pretoria." 


The minister said among the reasons whites had left the country was the atti- 
tude of the RF, which had publicly mourned that things were bad in Zimbabwe, 
while they still ran cattle ranches. 


Their statements, Cde Zvobgo said, had scared away many whites and prompted 
them to leave the country. 


The minister suggested that the RF should disband so that fewer whites would 
leave the country. 


Turning to the entire white population in Zimbabwe, Cde Zvobgo said he did not 
understand why they should want to emigrate. 


"If Smith can sit here, why should whites want to run away from the country?" 
he asked. 


Introducing the motion, Mr Des Chalmers (RF, Western) said a Parliamentary 
select committee should be set up to investigate the white exodus. 


He said: "We are losing people from industries, commerce and farming for one 
reason or another," adding that this should be viewed with "great concern." 


But Mr Henry Elsworth (Ind., Midlands) objected to the setting up of such a 
committee, saying there were more important issues which the House could talk 
about. 


He then suggested that the RF should withdraw the motion forthwith. At this 
point Cde Abraham Kabasa, standing in for the Speaker, asked Mr Chalmers to 
withdraw the motion, and Mr Chalmers complied. 


CSO: 3400/677 
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Z Ti{BABWE 


REAL TRIBAL CONFLICT BETWEEN SHONA, NDEBELE 
Paris LE MONDE in French 4 Feb 84 p 6 
[Article by Jacques de Barrin: ''The Fierce Shadow War in Matabelaland"] 


[Text] Cecil Rhodes can sleep in peace and enjoy alone the "majesty and soli- 
tude" of the site he chose as a resting place, for rare are the visitors who 
venture to the grave of the founder of South Rhodesia, now called Zimbabwe. 

Even in the Matopos National Park, only 40 kilometers or so from Bulawayo, the 
capital of Matabeleland, security leaves much to be desired; secondary roads 
remain closed to traffic by day as by night. In mid-January, for the eighth 
consecutive time, Parliament extended the state of emergency for another 

6 months. Minister of the Interior Simbi Mbako regretted on that occasion, that 
4 years after the independence, it still needed to be done. 


Is no news good news? The ban on the publication of information concerning 
security in Matabeleland in November and December 1983, which had been decided 
by former minister of the interior Herbert Ushowokunze, may have given the 
impression that the situation in the country's southwest region was returning to 
normal. As it stands, even the local observers who are the least enclined to 
dramatize, declare that it is not so, the law is being as cheerfully disregarded 
as it was early last year. 


No longer are those who are in office in Harare--Prime Minister Robert Mugabe 
and the men belonging to the Zimbabwe African National Union (ZANU)--nor those 
who suffer in Bulawayo for being practically kept away from the source of power 
--Joshua Nkomo and his supporters in the Zimbabwe African People's Union 
(ZAPU)--appear really able to control a situation which seems in many ways to 
be deteriorating into a real tribal conflict between Shona and Ndebele. 


Who is to know who is who and who does what in this fierce shadow war. A 
missionary remarked that "Those who commit crimes wear the same uniform, more 

or less, and use the same weapons." The list of all those outlaws roaming and 
terrorizing the countryside is a long one: There are ZIPRA dissidents, Nkomo's 
former army; "Super-ZAPUs," ready to ally with the devil, in this case Pretoria, 
to chase Mugabe from office; South Africa-trained supporters of Bishop Muzorewa, 
the former prime minister; the latter,~-tired of being badly paid and staying on 
call, deserted the regular army and the deadly Fifth Brigade which was 
entrusted with maintaining order; in other words, they are no better than high- 
waymen. 
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Dissidents and All The Others 

If governmental statistics are used as reference, the "bandits," as they are 
officially designated, have killed 75 people, stole arms 284 times and 
"clashed" with the police 75 times. ZAPU officials deny being involved in any 
way with those acts of violence. One of them insists that "We have nothing to 
do with those so-called dissidents,'' adding: ''Postwar periods always bring out 
bad elements roaming around with their guns. The authorities protect these 
criminals in order to destabilize the region, discredit us before public 
opinion and thus impose more easily the single party system." 


The fact remains that some dissidents do claim to be ZAPU members and, 

for political reasons, go so far as fighting among themselves. These "lost 
soldiers" do not seem to be short of weapons to carry out guerrilla warfare, 
whether they have taken them from the enemy, or South Africa has supplied them; 
or, finally, whether they are using stocks accumulated during the war for inde- 
pendence and hidden in recently discovered caches in Botswana. 


Everyone knows, it is no secret, that the Dukwe refugee camp in the northern 
section of Botswana serves as a sort of rear base for the guerrillas. Zimbabwe 
has already exercised its right of pursuit beyond a border that the government- 
al forces would be at a loss to close, if indeed they were ready to venture 
into the "Bush.'"' Which remains to be proved. Harare authorities are trying to 
maintain "excellent relations" with their Gabarone counterparts even though, 
according to them, the latter are playing into dissidents’ hands against 

their will" and, consequently, "military cooperation presents a problem" 
despite the presence of a joint security commission. 


The dissidents' crimes of which are victims all those, Blacks and Whites, who 
treat with the enemy or give him information, lead to much more serious crimes 
committed by the soldiers of the Fifth Brigade who had been entrusted with 
"pacifying'" Matabeleland. That contingent performed its task with uncommon 
ruthlessness, actually killing civilians early last year. At the time, the 
Zimbabwe Catholic clergy condemened ''The mutilation and death of hundreds and 
hundreds of innocents," but, according to trustworthy sources, the dead number- 
ed in the thousands. In view of the protests , Mugabe was forced to appoint a 
commission to investigate army conduct between December 1982 and March 1983. 
It began interviewing witnesses in Bulawayo in January and, according to plan, 
it should return to the site of the incidents in the near future. Many doubt 
that its findings will significantly change the course of events. A member of 
the clergy notes that "It went to work too late and its investigative time is 
too limited." 


The political field commissioners, more skeptical for having a better 

knowledge of the local situation, declare that the Fifth Brigade--three 
bataillons, or roughly 1,500 to 1,700 men--nonethless continues to serve in 

the region, even if some elements, who were once trained by the North Koreans, 
are being "retrained" according to British methods. The more recent and bloody 
crimes are being mentioned: Execution of 20 people in Wana Ward, in the Plum- 
tree region, on 24 November, burial in a common grave; execution of 13 villagers 
in Silobela, in the Gweru District, on Christmas day; and others, not to mention 
the rapes and collective beating sessions which often end tragically. 
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Anything goes to whip the population into shape, make it pay allegiance to the 
ZAPU and force it to join the ZANU. Caught between two fires, the villagers 
try to devise a way to "make friends" with everybody in order to have peace, 
no matter how precarious it may be, It is impossible for them to break with 
the ZAPU which defends their interest in this tribal war, or to do without the 
ZANU card which gives them access to food and buses. 


The Fifth Brigade, whose members are Shona and who appear to be beyond 
anyone's control obviously knows about this double bind and continues to ter- 
rorize the population who lives in fear of haying to experience another one of 
these "raids." Whenever there is rumor of a curfew which would facilitate 
future violence, the villagers take the road to Bulawayo with their bundles, 
the teachers leave their school and the nurses, their outpatient clinics. As 
a matter of fact, everyone here knows about the activities of one of the 
sector's military officials, a certaix Mzithe, who goes by the name of Jesus. 


In this region traumatized by a nameless war, the ZANU is trying to set up its 
structures at all levels of local life. Ushendibaba, the new president of the 
provincial committee of Matabeleland-North, declared that "Our political com- 
missioners are in the field." He explained: ''There remain places where we 
still must convince people. Our task is more difficult than elsewhere because 
we are faced with determined adversaries. As a last resort, if need be, we 
hold a mass meeting and we call on a minister, or even on the prime minister 
himself, to bring the recalcitrants to their senses. 


Will the Ndbele indefinitely submit to these humiliations and violence without 
reacting? A ZAPU member recognized that "We do not have the means to engage 
the combat openly. We are dealing with a power much stronger than Ian Smith's 
during the war of independence." Will the general elections give rise to 
confrontations? He concluded: "If the government uses cheating and intimida- 
tion to remove us from the political game and steal our victory, there is a 
good possibility that we will not be able to restrain our young people." 


6857 
CSO: 3419/423 
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ZIMBABWE 


THIRTY-FIVE PERCENT DEVALUATION OF ZIMBABWE DOLLAR INCREASES DEBT 
Harare BUSINESS HERALD in English 16 Feb 84 p l 
[Article by David Linsell] 


[Text] DEVALUATION in December 1982 added more than $26 million to National 
Railways of Zimbabwe's foreign debt burden, according to its latest accounts. 


Total foreign debt virtually doubled from $74.2 million to $147 million of 
which $50,6 million was in further draw-downs to finance the foreign compo- 
nent of the Dabuka-Harare electrification scheme and the purchase of new 
locomotives. 


Repayments amounted to $4,4 million. 


By June 30 1983 financial year-end provision for currency fluctuations amount- 
ed to $26 565 000, of which $18 275 000 in increased loan liability was in- 
curred by the 20 percent devaluation on December 9 1982, and the balance 
during the following six months. 


The most seriously affected loans are those from Kuwait, the United States and 
Canada, funding the purchase of 61 diesel electric locomotives. 


Of the $42 million owed to the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development, 
$10,3 million, or 25 percent, has been absorbed by the effects of devaluation. 
Roughly the same percentage has been applied to the US $6,8 million loan from 
the Export-Import Bank, C $6 million from the Canadian International Develop- 
ment Agency (CIDA) and C$6,5 million from Canada's Export Development Corpor- 
ation. 


Further provision will have to be made during the current year as the Zimbabwe 
dollar has now effectively been devalued by 35 per cent. 


The foreign debt burden has also been increased by a US$40 million loan last 
August from the World Bank. 


Local borrowings were up too, from $111,4 million to $157,5 million, an in- 
crease of 40 percent and wholly accounted for by a 40-year, 9,5 percent 
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government loan of $47,75 million, NRZ also only repaid $1,7 million of its 
domestic debt last of which $1,2 million was to the private sector. 


Total debt, in Zimbabwean dollar terms was almost $295 million compared with 
$185 million for the previous 12 months, 9 percent of which is wholly 
attributable to devaluation. 


Chairman Mr Josiah Mushonga states in his brief report that interest payable 
on the loan capital increased from $12,4 million to $23,3 million. 


Although NRZ produced an operating surplus of $20,5 million on its rail 
services (1982-$19,9 million) its deficit jumped from $39,7 million to $50,9 
million a rise of 28 per cent. 


Its losses are covered by government which paid out $20 million during the 
year, but still has to remit the outstanding balance to NRZ. 


CSO: 3400/677 
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ZIMBABWE 


CFU OFFICIALS SAY NATION MAY HAVE TO IMPORT MAIZE THIS YEAR 
Harare THE HERALD in English 10 Feb 84 pp l, 9 
[Article by Andrew Rusinga] 


[Text] THE land planted to maize this season has dropped 25 percent and 
Zimbabwe may have to import maize this year, say senior officials of the 
Commercial Farmers' Union. 


CFU vice-president Mr Alistair Davies said on Wednesday maize lands had drop- 
ped from the 245 000 ha planted last season to 190 000 ha, and a yield of 
about 750 000 tonnes was expected. 


Speaking during an aerial tour of Buffalo Range, Buhera and Bindura to assess 
the effects of the drought, Mr Davies said the amount of maize to be deliver- 
ed to the GMB last year was 616 000 tonnes. 


“But while the amount delivered last year is slightly less than what we expect 
to deliver this year, we had carryover stocks from the previous season. This 
year we will not have any carryover stocks at all." 


The president of the CFU, Mr John Laurie, who was also on the tour, said 
Zimbabwe may have to import maize later this year. 


According to the Ministry of Agriculture, Zimbabwe's maize stocks will last 
until April. Zimbabwe consumes more than one million tonnes of maize annually. 


Mr Laurie said the CFU was having talks with the Ministry of Agriculture to 
seek ‘genuine’ assistance. He would not elaborate. 


"We have held several meetings to find ways of alleviating the effects of 
the drought. The amount of money spent by farmers during the last two 
drought seasons is enormous and I don't think that they will be able to sus- 
tain that level of expenditure any longer. 


"Ways have to be found to keep farmers on the land; their continued viability 
will help us out of the present predicament.” 


Mr Laurie said the country was still in the middle of the growing season and 
much depended on rains falling between now and April. 
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He said the area north of Harare, which includes the Mazowe Valley and 
Lomagundi, had received reasonable rains and there was hope of getting 
reasonable yields. 


Some of the worst-affected areas were Masvingo, south-west Mashonaland, Wedza 
and Marondera. 


The crop worst hit by the drought was maize. Cotton and soyabeans had been 
less badly affected but still needed rain to ensure reasonable yields. 


Mr Laurie earlier this week toured Kadoma, Chegutu, and Suri Suri. 


"The maize crop in this area is a total write-off. Yields for cotton and 
soyabeans have been severely affected," he said. 


The Somabhula and Guinea Fowl ranching areas had been severely affected and 
the grass in these areas lacks winter bulk. 


"I was particularly disturbed to see that there was no recovery of grass in 
the Sultana Ranch area. Heavy de-stocking will have to take place. 


"In spite of reduced stock levels today as a result of last year's drought, I 
was particularly impressed in all the areas I visited, in both cropping and 
ranching areas, by the tremendous effort the farmers have put into trying to 
overcome their enormous problems.” 


The president of the National Farmers’ Association of Zimbabwe, Cde Robinson 
Gapare, who was also on the tour, said communal farmers were facing problems 
in repaying loans borrowed from the Agricultural Finance Corporation. 


"And there is need to find measures to help them, for example waiving the 
loan repayments dates. Farmers have accumulated loans from the two drought 
seasons and they are finding it difficult to pay back." 


CSO: 3400/677 

















ZIMBABWE 


CROPS GENERALLY RESPOND WELL TO RECENT RAINS 
Details of Agritex Report 
Bulawayo THE CHRONICLE in English 11 Feb 84 p l 


[Text] Crops have generally responded well to the recent rain which has 
fallen in every province, according to the latest fortnightly crop and 
livestock report. 


Many streams and rivers are flowing strongly and dams are filling up, says 
the report, which is issued by the Agricultural, Technical and Extension 
Services (Agritex) department of the Ministry of Agriculture. 


All provinces reported good rains over the fortnight. It rained in most 
areas last week and continued to rain this week, but over a small area. 


The rain did not save early planted maize but later crops which were now at 
various stages of tasseling and silking were looking good, the report said. 
With more rain they should produce fairly good yields, it said. All other 
crops had "responded favourably" to the rain. 


However, the report stressed that "overall good follow-up rains were 
required to consolidate the advantage gained." 


The veld had responded well, particularly in large-scale commercial areas, 
but bulk was low. Grazing conditions remained poor in most communal areas. 


In Matabeleland South water supplies were reported to be variable but 
generally adequate, though some irrigation dams were low. 


In Matabeleland North there was adequate surface water and some major rivers 
now had pools of water forming. 


In Manicaland some dams had spilled, including Lake Alexander. In Mashona- 
land West there was "some sluggish movement in the larger rivers." Some 
small dams had filled in this province but the larger irrigation dams had 
minimal amounts of water. 
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Some dams were spilling in Mashonaland East and more streams were running. 
In the Midlands most rivers or streams had flooded or floored strongly and 


most small dams were full or nearly so. Major dams had made substantial 


gains but were far from full and underground water supplies had shown little 
chance.--Ziana 


Harare Water Rationing Continuing 
Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE in English 10 Feb 84 p 3 


[Text ] 


RECENT scattered thunderstorms 
in the Lake Mcliwaine catchment 
area have made very little differe- 
ace to the present low level of 
Harare’s main water storage dam, 
so water rationing in Harare is 
likely to continue for a long time. 


Following some rainstorms in or 
near Harare this month, many resi- 
dents believed that the lake level 
must have risen considerably. 
Some said that water rationing 
would ‘‘soon’’ be lifted. This 
Optimism was reinforced by news of 
Mutare’s water gain at Lake 
Alexander, now full, which resu- 
Ited in the lifting of water restri- 
ctions in that city. 

Unfortunately, Harare’s water 
situation is still critical. 

Going by original estimates pub- 
lished about 20 years ago, Lake 
Mcliwaine (Hunyani Poort) has a 
capacity of about 250 000 mega- 
litres when full — ignoring the 
effects of later siltation which may 
have built up. 

According to the latest figures 
available from the Harare Muni- 
cipal Director of Works, its capa- 


city is still down to only about one 
third of this total, despite rains 
which fell over the local area last 
week. 


On January 22 Lake Mcllwaine 
was down to an estimated water 
volume of only 93 240 megalitres, 
or 34,1% of full capacity. 


By January 29 the lake was 
down to only 93 130 megalitres, or 
33,3% of its capacity, following a 
spell of hot and dry weather in the 
area. 


On February 2, following some 
rainfall, it rose slightly to 93 350 
megalitres, or 34,9% of capacity. 

According to _ hydrologists, 
prolonged and heavy rains would 
be needed during the next six 
weeks of the usual rainy season to 
increase its level to only about 50% 
of its full capacity — and water 
rationing in Harare is likely to be 
lifted only when the lake is comple- 
tly full. 


As that could be at least nine 
months away, the present strict 
rationing system is likely to 
continue for the rest of the year. 


CSO: 3400/676 
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ZIMBABWE 


GWERU CITY COUNCIL TO INTRODUCE WATER RATIONING NEXT WEEK 
Bulawayo THE CHRONICLE in English 8 Feb 84 p l 


{Text ] 


GWERU City Council is to introduce a water rationing scheme 
next week under which people will be allocated 25 cubic metres 
a month while industrial consumers will initially be called upon 
to exercise voluntary restraint. 


In a statement yesterday, 
the Mayor Clr Ernest Ton- 
gogara, said despite water 
restriction measures intro- 
duced on January 6 and the 
recent rains, there had been 
no significant change to the 
water levels of dams sup- 
plying Gweru with water. 

In an effort, therefore, to 
avert a crisis. Clr Tongo- 
gara said the council was 
introducing water rationing 
_ effect from February 


3400/677 


Under . the _ rationing, 
domestig™’ consumers who 
exceed - their allocated 25 


cubic metres a month will 
be charged $] for every 
cubic metre up to five cubic 
metres, and $3 thereafter. 

Flat dwellers, educational 
establishements, hospitals, 
nursing homes and sports 
clubs will be asked to use 
only half of their consump- 
tion average during the six 
months from June to Nov- 
ember last year. 

They will be charged $1 
for each cubic metre 6r part 
thereof of consumption 
over their quota up to 25 
percent of the allocation, 
and $5 per cubic metre 
thereafter. 


RESTRAINT 


Industrial consumers will 
intially be called upon to 
exercise voluntary restraint 
failing which more string. 
ent action mav be instituted. 

Clr Tongogara said his 
council had studied the pro- 
posed rationing scheme very 
closely and was satisfied the 
various amounts. to be 
allocated will be sufficient 
for dailv use and will ensure 
adequate suppl, of water 
throughout the year. 

Residents of Gweru had 
already been warned of the 
water rationing at ward 
meetings addressed by 
councillors, Clr Tongogara 
said. 

In Bulawayo, the City 
Water Engineer, Mr James 
Milne said yesterday there 
wes a drop in the amount 
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of water used by residents. 

He said 84000 cubic 
metres were used on Mon: 
day compared with 109 000 
cubic metres used the same 
time last month. 

“But the amount of water 
used should still come down 
more,” he said: “Some con- 
sumers are perhaps observ- 
ing the rationing more than 
others.” 


“WASTED 


Mr Milne said the Citv’s 
dams did not benefit at all 
from the rains of last week- 
end. The five dams had 
5490; 053 cubic metres of 
water bv the end of last 
month. The consumers had 
“wasted” 1700000 cubic 
metres at the same time. 


Mr Ian Edmeades, the 
Town Clerk, said water 
consumption under the 


new rationine system intro- 
duced on Monday would 
only start being measured 
over the next few days as 
water meters throughout 
the City are read. 

“Obviously all the meters 
cannot be read simultane- 
ouslv, so effectively, mer- 
surement will be from the 
date on which the meters 
are read, after February 
6," Mr Edmeades said. 

He appealed to the people 
of Bulawayo not to abuse 
the situation, saying it was 
in nobody's interests not to 
conserve water. “It is in the 
interest of the community 
to save water, and take the 
rationing as effective from 
Monday.” 

















ZIMBABWE 


THOUSANDS REPORTEDLY STARVING IN MATABELELAND 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 22 Feb 84 p 5 


[Text] RURAL people in the south western districts of Zimbabwe between Plum- 
tree and Beit Bridge are facing a slow death by starvation because relatives 
working elsewhere are not allowed to send them food. 


Employers in Bulawayo yesterday confirmed that men working in the city had to 
flee through dense bush two weeks ago to escape arrest by Shona soldiers. 


A 40-year-old Black man received a telephone call from his wife yesterday 
telling him that his family was going to starve because there was no food 
left. He has five children. 


His employer said the man had nearly been killed two weeks ago when he dared 


to smuggle food to his family in the district of Plumtree about 35 km from 
Bulawayo. 


People in the city yesterday said they were aware of the shortage of food in 
Matabeleland districts but none dared take food into the area. 


"Nobody is allowed to take food to their families," they said. 
Worst affected areas fall under Mr Josua Nkomo. He went into exile in Brit- 
ain for some months. He is back in Zimbabwe and his family is living in the 


hunger-stricken area. 


Blacks working in Bulawayo are distressed by the situation in which they are 
not allowed to help their families, an employer said. 


CSO: 3400/678 
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ZIMBABWE 


MINES MINISTER DISCUSSES STATE OF MINING INDUSTRY 
Bulawayo THE CHRONICLE in English 8 Feb 84 p 2 


[Text] GOLD continues to be of major importance to Zimbabwe's mining earnings 
in that its value of production is just more than 40 percent of the country's 
total mineral production value, says the Minister of Mines, Cde Callistus 
Ndlovu. 


In a message on the state of the mining industry, Cde Ndlovu says: ''For the 
last two or three years, it has been going through a rather difficult patch. 


"World trading conditions remain somewhat depressed and this situation affects 
the prices obtained for our minerals, a high proportion of which are exported. 


"Gold continues to be of major importance to us in that its value of production 
is just over 40 percent of the country's total mineral production value." 


Cde Ndlovu says other mineral exports in their order of value are asbestos, 
nickel, copper and tin. 


"It will be appreciated that although Zimbabwe is blessed with a wide variety 
of minerals, the volume of production is not great in world terms. 


"Therefore, we are never in a position to influence world prices. Conse- 
quently, our exporters have been hard pressed to renain in business in the 
face of fierce competition from other countries equzlly anxious to sell their 
minerals." 


He says some of these countries have advantages--like shorter distances to 
markets and lower inrut costs. 


Squeezed 
"Naturally, the industry has not escaped the inevitable and often steep es- 


calations in costs by way of interest rates, electricity, railage, wages and 
imported consumables. 


Zimbabwe's mines thus find themselves squeezed between unfavourable prices 
on the one hand and rising costs on the other." 














The Minister says it is remarkable how the industry has remained substantially 
intact in these circumstances, a fact which demonstrates high efficiency 
levels being achieved, and reflects great credit on our mining community. 


On Government policy on mine ownership, Cde Ndlovu says: "Since the attain- 
ment of Independence there has been evidence of speculation that the Govern- 
ment has sinister intentions of abolishing individual ownership or nationalis- 
ing the mining industry. 


"I hope the intervening years have demonstrated we do not work in this way." 


He says there has certainly been a change of emphasis in that whereas previous 
governments positively avoided any direct state involvement in mining, the 
present Government is interested in participating in certain selected fields. 


This has been done in respect of coal, for example, by the purchase of shares 
in the Wankle Colliery Company. 


"At the same time, with the formation of the Zimbabwe Mining Development Cor- 
portation, we have introduced a vehicle by which Government can undertake min- 
ing operations or can enter into joint ventures or partnerships or assist 
cooperatives,'' he says. 


Cde Ndlovu says his Ministry provides free advisory services and maintains 
various loan and plant-hire schemes which operate at the lowest possible inter- 
est rates, primarily for the small worker. 


He says international factors affecting the industry in Zimbabwe included the 
general level of business confidence in the industrialised countries, the 
maintenance of strategic stockpiles, new technologies, wars, strikes, politics 
and prevailing interest rates. 


Collaboration 


Cde Ndlovu says the Zimbabwe Minerals Marketing Corporation (ZMMC), introduced 
in 1982, is graduallv widening its sphere of operations which are conducted 
with the support and collaboration of the whole industry. 


It is expected that ZMMC will gain access to wider market outlets than were 
previously available to the individual mining companies, while at the same 
time, obtain the most advantageous prices for our products." 


The Minister compared prospects in the industry for 1984 with Zimbabwe's 
agricultural sector, presently praying and hoping for rain. 


"There are some indications of some improvement in that the United States 
economy, for instance, is beginning to improve, although progress is slow. 
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Highly Skilled 

"We have here a wealth of valuable minerals, a well-developed infrastructure 
and, most important, a nucleus of highly-skilled and experienced mining per- 
sonnel. 

"Even a relatively small increase in the prices of major minerals would 
enable the industry to take off once again, with obvious benefits to employ- 
ment and the country as a whole." 


Cde Ndlovu says a great deal will depend on how much our companies and Govern- 
ment will be prepared to invest in exploration and mine development. 
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MINING COMPANY DIRECTOR NOTES 1984 PROSPECTS FOR CHROME MINING 
Bulawayo THE CHRONICLE in English 8 Feb 84 p 3 


[Text] ALTHOUGH there are promising signs of a recovery in major chrome 
markets, prices have not yet reached the level necessary to repair the finan- 
cial damage done during the past two years of very difficult trading condi- 
tions, says the Managing Director of Union Carbide Zimbabwe (Pvt) Ltd, Mr 

L. G. Kimble. 


Commenting on prospects for chrome mining in Zimbabwe for 1984, Mr Kimble 
says: ''There certainly has been a modest improvement in chrome prices during 
the last three months, but even if this continues, it will be, at best, late 
in 1984 before prices return to where they were in mid-1981. 


"If anything, therefore, 1984 will still be a difficult year, although slight- 
ly better than 1983." 


Mr Kimble says his company has no immediate plans for expansion other than 
those already under way. 


"The fifth furnace at the Kwekwe smelter was recommissioned in early Janu- 
ary and mining rates at the company's mines geared up to meet the increased 
demand for ore by the smelter," he says. 


Union Carbide's chief executive in Zimbabwe says production at the company's 
Lalapanzi mine is being increased gradually so that a sixth furnace can be 
commissioned when the market justifies it. 


"This is unlikely to happen before mid-1985," says Mr Kimble. 


He says the major problem is the escalation in productioncosts which has 
occurred in the last two years at a time when prices were depressed. 


Costs of consumables, eiectricity, labour and services have all risen sub- 
stantially. ‘These will have to be contained if we wish to maintain our com- 
petitiveness in world markets," he says. 


Mr Kimble says mining industrialists in Zimbabwe are not able to set market 
prices since they are not major world producers of any single mineral, nor 
can they continue absorbing increases in input costs. 
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The company has a non-racial approach to both employment and promotion, and 
has substantially benefited from this policy when many other companies suf- 
fered from loss of skills through emigration, he says. 


"It has always been our policy to utilise local nationals to the fullest, 
regardless of race, creed or colour. As such, we never really suffered from 
a skills shortage," says Mr Kimble. 


Union Carbide devotes resources to adult literacy, schooling of employees' 
children, and primary health care. 
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ZIMBABWE 


GOVERNMENT TO OVERHAUL EMERGENCY POWERS, CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM 
Harare THE HERALD in English 17 Feb 84 pp l1, 9 


[Text] THE Government will soon abolish 11 sets of emergency regulations and 
21 others will be put into permanent legislation, the Minister of Justice, 
Legal and Parliamentary Affairs, Dr Eddison Zvobgo, said in Harare yesterday. 


Opening a three-day legal aid workshop at the University of Zimbabwe, Cde 
Zvobgo said there had been "a plethora of emergency regulations" which had 
been made under the Act over the last 20 years. Government had now identi- 
fied which emergency regulations could be abolished and which could be put 
into permanent legislation. 


He also said: 
--Two more judges would soon be appointed to the Supreme Court. 


--There was a need for new legislation to give legal assistance to the poor 
and indigent. 


--The selection of assessors was being reviewed. 


--The sentences of some court cases were appalling and the whole criminal 
justice system needed reviewing. 


--The administration of justive by primary courts would be improved. 


~-Prisons and the administration of punishment for convicts needed thorough 
investigation. 


The Government has found 11 sets of emergency regulations which can be 
abolished forthwith. These include the Emergency Powers--Export Credit Rein- 
surance Regulations 1970, Industrial Relations Regulations 1970 and Finance 
Regulations 1979. They should never have been passed under the Emergency 
Powers Act, and can be abolished immediately. 


"Twenty-one other sets of regulations including the Emergency Powers--Judicial 
and Other Proceedings Regulations 1975, Evidence in Criminal Proceedings 1978 
and the Farmers Licensing and Levy 1979, which should never have come under 
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the Act have also been found. We will be putting them before Parliament to 
embody them in legislation," said Cde Zvobgo. 


His ministry was increasing the judicial establishment so that there would 
be five Supreme Court judges and 10 High Court judges "to ensure speedy 
process and make for minimum delays in trials". 


The Government had recently appointed three Zimbabweans and would this week 
appoint two Tanzanians to the High Court bench. 


"I propose to amend the relevant legislation to ensure that in all constitu- 
tional and other appeals carrying a certificate of importance, like security 
cases, that such appeals shall be heard by a full bench of five Supreme Court 
judges. 


He also planned to amend the Supreme Court Act, No. 28, 1981, to enable the 
court to give advice to the Government. 


"Such a system has worked admirably in Canada and with the Privy Council for 
many years, and we think it would be a useful improvement to our legal system 
in Zimbabwe,'' said the minister. 


It was vital that every accused person must be absolutely certain in his 
heart and mind that he would appear before an impartial court. It was firm 
Government policy to examine the Legal Assistance and Representation Act. 


The new Legal Assistance Act should try to broaden the area of assistance for 
those charged with grave crimes. 


Cde Zvobgo said: "I think it important that under our existing system if an 
individual simply does not have the means and is facing a possible capital 
sentence, then he receives pro deo legal representation. 


"If a rich person faces a possible capital sentence, then that individual can 
afford to pay for his own lawyer. Thus the people who really suffer, con- 
fronted with a possible capital charge, are the people in he middle who are 
not rich enough to hire a lawyer and not poor enough to be entitled to pro deo 
assistance. 


"There is undoubtedly a need to simplify family law embracing diverce, main- 
tenance and paternity matters. We hope to get an enhanced financial alloca- 
tion to get a new system of legal aid started." 


Another matter his ministry was dealing with was the country's system of ap- 
pointing assessors in the High Court. Assessors are usually selected from 
nagistrates, officials in the district administration and chiefs. 


"There is much food for thought jn radically altering the method of choosing 
assessors to ensure proper public participation in trials," he said. 
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"At present there are times when there are inadequate sentences and this tends 


to bring the whole system of justice into disrepute. I propose to have a much 


closer look at the whole criminal justice system, and particularly sentenc- 
ing to ensure that the public expectations of appropriate sentences are not 
betrayed." 


Cde Zvobgo said there was a need to take a fresh look at the primary courts 
with a view to improving the administration of justice at all levels. There 
must be further training for all presiding officers. 

"I also wish to take a close look at our whole penal system. 

"Prison should be an experience which the convict, when he comes out, should 
be determined never to undergo again. Our prisons should be penalty with 


production and education. 


"Furthermore, there is no proper system of placement of ex-convicts in jobs, 
adn this is a matter that we should be looking into,'' said Cde Zvobgo. 
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ZIMBABWE 


BRIEFS 


POLICE SEARCH EXPLAINED--A POLICE search which has been conducted in the 
western suburbs of Bulawayo since last weekend is not related to the imposi- 
tion of a curfew in Matabeleland South last week, a police spokesman said 
yesterday. The purpose of the search was to flush out people who were inm- 
personating police and to look for any police or army uniforms which might be 
illegally held in the suburbs, the spokesman said. ‘The search has resulted 
in twenty-five arrests. Some stolen goods have been recovered but no arms 

of war were recovered,'’ the spokesman said. Since last Friday, police in 
Bulawayo have mounted roadblocks between the city and the western suburbs 

and also conducted house-to-house searches in the western areas. This led to 
rumours that the exercise was linked to the curfew which was imposed last 
Friday.--Ziana. [Text] [Bulawayo THE CHRONICLE in English 8 Feb 84 p 1] 
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